December 7, 2025 - The Second Sunday of Advent
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Welcome to Atlanta First UMCI

This community of faith believes in radically welcoming all people! Whether you are young or old; light, medium,
or dark skinned; living with a disability or able-bodied; have it all fogether or have nothing together; are poor in
resources or have plenty; are LGBTQ+ or identify as straight — whoever you are and however you come, we believe
that you were created in the beautiful image of God.

You are welcome and loved!

Atlanta First exists to worship God, serve people, grow fogether and engage the city of Atlanta and beyond. We're on a
mission to transform our community for Christ and you are invited fo’join the movement!

Please feel free to worship in a way that makes you feel most comfortable. Do not be surprised by the sounds of
babies and children; crying and shouting; singing and making joyful noises. Some will worship quietly; some will
worship in more expressive ways. Just as all people are welcome, all worship styles are welcome too.

Let us praise God!

Rev. Jasmine R. Smothers, Lead Pastor

Bishop Robin Dease, Resident Bishop
Dr. Julie Boone, District Superintendent


https://www.facebook.com/atlantafirstumc
https://www.youtube.com/atlantafirstumc

The Order of WDYSL\'\F for December 7, 2025 - The Second Sunday of Advent

We Gather
“O Come, Let Us Adore Him" — Lyrics displayed on-screen, please sing along!

Ringing of the Bell
Our bell, circa 1850, is rung every Sunday morning to signify the start of worship.

Welcome and Opening Prayer
aflantafirstumc.org/connect - Fill out an online comect % engage card to let us know you were here.

aflantafirstumc.org/tfoday - See the ways to wwgl«i  Serve, grow and en age at Atlanta First UMCI
Mary Jackson, Director of Operations and serve Team Lead (mory?@oﬂomoﬂrs‘rumc.org)

* Call to Worship

Based on Isaiah 11 & Matthew 3
LEADER: The Light is Coming...
PEOPLE: And nothing will ever be the same.
LEADER: A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse—
PEOPLE: A branch of peace that defies the world’s noise.
LEADER: Prepare the way of the Lord!
PEOPLE: Make room for righteousness, justice, and peace.
ALL: Come, Light of God. Disrupt our chaos and guide us into Your peace.

* We Worship Through Song
“Hail to the Lord's Anointed” - Lyrics displayed on-screen, please sing along!

*We Believe
United Methodist Hymnal 881 - The Apostles’ Creed, Traditional Version

*We Praise
United Methodist Hymnal 94 - Doxology, “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Lighting of the Advent Candle: PEACE
The candles are lit this morning by Mary and Doug Jackson.

LEADER: Advent reminds us that we are people who share a story, the story of Jesus, who enacts peace by
judging in favor of the poor and deciding with equity for the meek of the earth. We long for the day when “the
wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion will feed together,
and a little child shall lead them” (Isaiah 11:6).

ALL: Today, we choose to live the story of peace, believing that tfrue peace comes when we seek the flourishing
of all God’s creation.

LEADER: We light this candle of peace as a sign of our commitment to bring Light to the places the world seeks
to hide until that day when all creation lives together in harmony and abundance.

Our Children in Worship
Rev. Jasmine R. Smothers, Lead Pastor (pastor@atlantafirstumc.org)

We Worship Through Song
“Jesus, Emmanuel” - Janet McMahan and Mark Cabaniss; Arr. by Jay Rouse
The Atlanta First UMC Chancel Choir - Rowena Dennard, Director of Worship & Music

We Pray
Pastoral Prayer

We Worship Through Giving and Song
Please see the back page for details about how you may give back to God through Aflanta First UMC.
“The Blood Restoreth My Soul” - Roland W. Perry, I

Scripture Lesson and Sermon
Isaiah 11:1-10 (New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition) - “When Light Disrupts the Noise"

Invitation to Christian Discipleship

The Sacrament of Holy Communion

INVITATION
Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their sin and seek to live in peace with one
another. Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another.

* Please stand in body or spirit, as you are able. 2


https://www.atlantafirstumc.org/today
mailto:mary%40atlantafirstumc.org?subject=

CONFESSION AND PARDON (Congregational responses in bold)

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. We have failed to be an obedient church. We
have not done your will, we have broken your law, we have rebelled against your love, we have not loved our neighbors,
and we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

ALL PRAY IN SILENCE

Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God'’s love toward us. In the name of Jesus
Christ, you are forgiven!

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Glory to God. Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

From the beginning of all creation, God’s word was love. That love has been lavished upon you, not because you did
anything to earn it, but because it is God's great gift to you. Live in that love and bring peace to others. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING FOR ADVENT
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Itis right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, almighty God, creator of heaven and
earth. You formed us in yourimage and breathed into us the breath of life. When we turned away, and our love failed, your
love remained steadfast. You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us through
your prophets, who looked for that day when justice shall roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing
stream, when nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore.
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is
the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ, whom you sent in the fullness of time to be a light to the nations. You
scatter the proud in the imagination of their hearts and have mercy on those who fear you from generation to generation.
You put down the mighty from their thrones and exalt those of low degree. You fill the hungry with good things, and
the rich you send empty away. Your own Son came among us as a servant, to be Emmanuel, your presence with us. He
humbled himself in obedience to your will and freely accepted death on a cross. By the baptism of his suffering, death, and
resurrection you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant
by water and the Spirit.
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples,
and said: "Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
When the supper was over he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: *Drink from this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of me.”
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy
and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. Make them be for us the body and
blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final
victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all
honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and for ever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who artin heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as itis in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

PARTAKING OF THE ELEMENTS

No matter who you are or wherever you are on your faith journey, you are welcome at the table of our Lord, Jesus Christ.
Please follow the directions of the ushers to partake at the altar rail, maintaining safe physical distancing. If you wish to be
served at your seat, please let an usher know and you will be served.

*We Go Forth to Serve
Benediction and Closing Song: “Let the Church Say Amen” - Andraé Crouch

Postlude
“The Awakening” - Edward Broughton
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Advent Worglxi\a and grow Series - The Light Is Coming — and Nothing Will Be the Same

During Advent we will journey together through a season of sacred waiting and holy disruption. Under the glow of
candlelight, through ancient prophecy and fresh proclamation, we will prepare our hearts for the arrival of Christ—
the Light who breaks info our world and changes everything! Each week, we'll explore how God'’s light brings Hope,
Peace, Joy, and Love —not as sentimental ideas, but as powerful forces that reshape our lives, our relationships, and
our communities.

Join us forww%L\i\o at 10 a.m., in-person and online via our Facebook page and YouTube channel.

Love fo sing? Join the Choir! All who love to sing are invited to join the Atlanta First UMC
choir. Rehearsals are after INOYS(I'\i on the second and third Sundays of the month. If you are
interested, please speak with our Director of Worship and Music, Rowena Dennard, or you

Qeﬂaﬁi‘ may register at: tinyurl.com/afumc-choir

serve Together

It is time once again to serve our neighbors and friends at the doors of the church who are in
need during the colder days and nights of winter by collecting cold-weather clothing and
supplies through our Keep Atlanta Warm campaign. For clothing donations please consider
giving new or gently used coats, hats, gloves and socks. Donations of microwavable soup
are also requested. You may bring your donations to the church office or mail them to our
package address (see back page).

Friends af the Front Door is a ministry fo serve our homeless and hungry friends who live in

the vicinity of Atlanta First. We provide a bag lunch, clothing, foiletry supplies, and share a

fime of fellowship and prayer with those we serve. On Tuesday, January 13, from 11 a.m. to

v : 1 p.m., all are invited to participate with the serve Team in this mission. Just by being present,

L Grady FRIENDS ar rve honding'ou’r 'food and water, ‘ond by sharing in a time of g:ompossiono’re fellowship and
Front Door prayer with friends, you are being the hands and feet of Christ.

We're excited about the partnership we have with Grady Memorial Hospital's Office of Health Outcomes! Grady
teams up with community partners like Atlanta First UMC to offer health services and free testing for a wide variety
of our community’s needs. We'll be serving fresh, hot soup for all our neighbors, so make plans to come by the
church, have some lunch, and get some free health services. Donations of water bottles are requested.

To see the ways you can be the hands and feet of Christ and serve people in need, visit: atlantafirstumc.org/serve

4
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grow Together
Devotional Guide for Advent — 7 The Second Week: Peace

Scripture: Isaiah 11:1-10 | Psalm 72 | Romans 15:4-13 | Matthew 3:1-12
THEme: When Light Disrupts the Noise

Praver StarTER: Prince of Peace, you come not only fo soothe but o uproot the chaos and make straight the path for
life. Clear my heart of the clutter so | may walk in the light of your peace. Amen.

RerLecTiON: Isaiah imagines a world where predators and prey live fogether in peace. John the Baptist cries out in
the wilderness, confronting injustice and calling us fo prepare the way. True peace is not quiet comfort — it is the
transformative work of God that unsettles and rebuilds.

DiscussioN QUESTIONS:
1. How does God'’s vision of peace in Isaiah challenge your assumptions about peace?
2. What “rough places” in your life need God'’s clearing work?2
3. Where is God calling you to be a peacemaker?

RerLecTioN JournAL Prompr: List the “wilderness” places in your life—where making a way for peace seems difficult.
Then ask: What would it look like for God'’s peace to break into that wilderness this week?

Pracrice Apvent: Choose one day this week to step away from a “noise” — phone, email, busy schedule — for
15 minutes. Sit in stillness and invite God's peace to speak.

JOURNAL SpPACE:

CrosinG Praver: God of holy peace, disrupt our noise and clear a pathin us. Make us ready for Your healing, reconciling
light. Amen

Download the complete The Light Is Coming Devotional Guide for Advent here: tinyurl.com/AFUMC-Advent2025
5
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grow Together

Sunday Morning grow Group: For the season of Advent, we are taking a deeper dive into the
scriptures and lessons of our wm}xi]a series, The Light Is Coming — And Nothing Will Be the Same.

Join us for a journey together through a season of sacred waiting and holy disruption. Under
the glow of candlelight, through ancient prophecy and fresh proclamation, we will prepare our
hearts for the arrival of Christ—the Light who breaks into our world and changes everything! Each
week, we'll explore how God's light brings Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love — not as sentimental ideas,
but as powerful forces that reshape our lives, our relationships, and our communities.

We meet at 9 a.m. eastern on Sunday mornings, in person at the church and online via ZOOM.
Download the weekly devotional guide for Advent here: tinyurl.com/AFUMC-Advent2025
Direct link to the Sunday grow Group ZOOM: finyurl.com/AFUMC-Grow-Sunday

Tuesday Evening grow Group: Join the Tuesday grow Group this winter as we begin a new study based
on David P. Gushee's The Moral Teachings of Jesus. The growing movement of post-evangelicalism
highlights an opportunity to elevate and center the moral teachings of Jesus. SO many of those
who identify as Christian intuitively know that their old version of faith is no longer working, and
they feel a theological vacuum. In this study we will examine forty teachings of Jesus, drawn from
all four New Testament Gospels, to clarify exactly what Jesus said about the moral life.

The Tuesday grow group will meet via ZOOM on Tuesdays at 7 p.m. eastern time, beginning on
January 13, 2026. Lead Pastor Rev. Jasmine R. Smothers is the facilitator.

Register at: tinyurl.com/AFUMC-Grow-Tuesday

Thursday Morning grow Group: This winter, the Thursday grow Group will undertake a new study
based on the book Companions in Christ - The Way of Prayer by Jane E. Vennard. The Way of
Prayer expands on our knowledge of prayer through a ten-week exploration of different forms of
prayer practices. Through this exploration, small-group members embark on a journey of genuine
discovery—the discovery of different dimensions of God'’s grace and love. Prayer is explored
through music, dance, gazing, silence, or acts of service. The Way of Prayer teaches us how fo
respond fo God's invitation into the divine Presence, and it brings a deeper sense of spiritual
vitality and encouragement to seek out new ways to pray.

The Thursday grow Group will meet in-person at the church and online via ZOOM, Thursdays from
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. eastern time. Classes beginning on January 15, 2026. There is an orientation
meeting this Thursday, December, 4 at 11 a.m. The class is led by Rev. Dr. Jacqui Rose-Tucker.

Register at: tinyurl.com/AFUMC-Grow-Thursday

The Book Club: Love to read? Join the Book Club on the last Monday of every month to discuss
some of the hottest reads in the last several years through the lens of faith. The group meets online
via ZOOM. For the month of December we are reading 107 Days by Kamala Harris. We will meet at
7 p.m. on Monday, December 29 to discuss. Happy reading!

ZOOM Meeting ID: 872 7351 0270 = Phone Number (audio only): 301.715.8592
Password: 666318

For full details and sign-ups for all of our grow Groups, please visit: atlantafirstumc.org/grow

engage Together
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pray Together

You are invited to join the church weekly on Mondays at 12 p.m. and Tuesdays at 6 p.m. Eastern Time for fimes of
intenfional prayer together. A church that prays together is a strong, fortified, and faithful congregation that can
endure anything! If you have any prayer concerns or praises, you may send them fo prayer@atlantafirstumc.org.
Monday Noon Prayer ZOOM Link: finyurl.com/AFUMC-Monday-Prayer
Tuesday Intentional Prayer ZOOM Link: tinyurl.com/AFUMC-Prayer

— Prayer List for the Week of December 7, 2025 —

Please share your prayer needs with us at prayer@atlantafirstumc.org
or on the prayer cards located at the Sanctuary enfrances.

WDY%"\i]o, Serve, gmw & @ngaga
at Atlanta First:

Sunday, December 7
The Second Sunday of Advent

Church Family

Pastor Jasmine & Family Bonnie Lane 9 a.m. Sunday g Group
Atlanta First Suzie and Aaron Moody 10 a.m. wors: i}a In-Person & Online
Atlanta First Staff Rev. Ed and Ann Nelson Monday, December 8
Atlanta First's Steve Pearson 12 p.m. Monday Noon prayer
Affordable Hoy§ing Wayne Pierce Tuesday, December 9
Development Initiative Ruth Richardson 6 p.m. Intentional praer
Atlanta First Shut-Ins Bruce Shields Sunday, December 14
Adams-Williams Family Bill Sims The Third Sunday of Advent
Mattie Brock Dallas Terrell ]g a.m. Su dOIY gFY)UW GrOUpO i
Chris Hinton-Lee Dorothy-Ann Turnipseed a.m. bors \\0 n=Person & Online
Monday, December 15
Extended Church Family and Friends —— 12 p.m. Monday Noon prayer
Friends at the Front Door Tracy Cleveland Tuesday, December 16
Healing for our Nation Friend of the Colly Family 6 p.m. Intentional praver
381 Mass Shootings in the MaryCFron;is Of"Ld. Gc’;rdfon Cooper Sunday, December 21
USA as of December 2, 2025 ousins of Lisa Fererson The Fourth Sunday of Advent
Parents and Grandparents Bishop Robin Dease 92 a.m. Su doy row Group '
Resident Bishop 10 a.m. wors p In-Person & Online
All School Staff & Students .
. . Dallies Edwards Monday, December 22
Israel, Palestine, Syria and Iran Nephew of Sylean Harris 12 p.m. Monday Noon prayer
Ukraine and Russia is Si
29;'5 s';"Bs./‘,l?."es Tuesday, December 23
Sudan and Congo preror Bl sims 6 p.m. Intentional prayer
India and Pakistan Robert Jones
Our former security guard Wednesday, December 24

Victims of Hurricane Melissa . .
and other recent natural Elizabeth Satterwhite
disasters around the world

Christmas Eve
5:30 p.m. Pre—worgL\i Gathering

. Rev. Jack Scott ¢:30 p.m. Christmds Eve worstip
Christian persecution and Friend of Mary Jackson
killings in Nigeria and Syria Mitsi Smith Thursgﬁy, TDecetr;nber 25
. . ristmas ba
All who are affected by COVID-19 Mother of Nick Smith ' Y
Our Neighbors at the Imperial Hotel Ethel Tigner Sunday, December 28

Mother of Bill Sims The First Sunday of Christmas
9 a.m. Sunday grow Group
10 a.m. wors i\o In-Person & Online

Dr. Julie Boone
District Superintendent Dr. Anne and Dr. Ed Wimberly

Active Duty Military & First Responders

* Save the Date
MSgt. Logan Cathcart MSgt. Scott Cathcart

Wednesday, December 24:
All deployed active-duty military and their families. Christmas Eve iworsni

December 25 - January 7:
Church Office Closed

i |
Happy Birthday! Tuesday, January 13:
Wednesday, December 10 - Emeri White Friends at the Front Door

Altar Flowers

The altar flowers are given by Dr. Bob Smith in loving memory of
Flo Smith, and in honor of her birthday which was November 15.

7

Church Office Hours:

Sunday: 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Monday - Thursday: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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ATLANIA FIRST Ray

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Giving Back to God Through Atlanta First UMC

We are a church that makes a difference and gives ourselves away. We do not have to do this. We
get to do this! We get to do this because of people like you who generously invest financially in this
incredible mission. We want to thank you for your generous support of the ministries of Atlanta First!

Your giving directly changes lives of those in this city whom God has entrusted to our care. Thank Scan to give
you for prayerfully considering how you can make a huge difference! Please scan the QR code to ~ securely online
the right or visit our website at atlantafirstumc.org/give. ®

You can give through CashApp, at $AtlantaFirstUMC, or scan the CashApp code to the right.

You can Text-to-Give by sending a text message to 833-675-0154, with your message being the
amount you wish to give. Forinstance, to give $20, text 20. You will be redirected to a secure website  (w)
to complete your gift.

Scan to give
via CashApp

KEEP ATLANTA MAC Food Pamntry Drfve
WAR M With the recent suspension of SNAP support due fo the

government shutdown, many families are depending

#keepATLwarm this winter and help g H ; ke MAC t - thei
our neighbors who are experiencing "N donations from groups like o put food on their
homelessness by donating: tables. Please consider donating canned food goods

or grocery store gift cards to support MAC's mission of
HATS # COATS

%WiV\g the working poor of Atlanta.
GLOVES * SOCKS
MICROWAVEABLE SOUP

Please Bring to the Church or Mail to:

Atlanta First UMC Packages, 2020 Howell Mill Road NW
Suite D-339, Atlanta, GA 30318-1732

‘Q Midtown = -~ g 5
QAssistance =4 Va8 T

Center

Contact Information

Rev. Jasmine R. Smothers, Lead Pastor Text Message: 404.525.2385 pastor@atlantafirstumc.org Ext. 108

Rowena Dennard, Director of Worship & Music dennard@atlantafirstumc.org  Ext. 106
Mary Jackson, Director of Operations mary@atlantafirstumc.org Ext. 101
Steven Colly, Communications & Media steven@atlantafirstumc.org Ext. 105

Atlanta First United Methodist Church, 360 Peachiree Street NE, Atlanta, Georgia 30308
Package Address: 2020 Howell Mill Road NW, Suite D-339, Atlanta, GA 30318-1732

Have any questions or comments about how to wwsL\i , Serve, grol Or engage here at Atlanta Firste Contact us af:
worship@atlantafirstumc.org ¢ serve@atlantafirstumc.org ¢ grow@atlanfafirstumc.org ¢ engage@atlantafirsfumc.org

. . Join Our Online Campus:
Atflanta First UMC Office:  404.524.6614 atlantafirstumc.org/onlinecampus Gnm :
24/7 Pastoral Care Line:  404.446.3777 Worship Service Live-Streams: @atlantafirstumc

atlantafirstumc.org/live atlantafirstumc.org
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