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A Season of Gratitude
When I think about the year 2020, gratitude is not the first word that comes to mind. Words like unexpected, cruel, 

disappointing, challenging, untied, divisive, devastating, and unprecedented jump out as the primary descriptors 
for this year.  More than one million confirmed deaths have occurred across the planet due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. And some in our community have experienced death beyond COVID. Some have experienced 
economic and relational loss and hardship. Others have learned new skills, like using Zoom, homeschooling, and 
other “must-have skills” for quarantine. 

Yet, as the people of God, we know that despite the circumstances, God is still working in our midst. If I drill down 
into 2020, words like connection, community, thankfulness, growth, clarity, and gratitude come to mind. In the midst 
of it all, we’ve been able to spend more time with the people in our homes. We’ve gained new hobbies. We’ve 
gone back to the basics of reading, listening to music, cooking, and even studying the Bible.

A few weeks ago, a friend of mine sent me a picture that I had not seen 
before. It was a photo of my birthday celebration in 2019. When I saw the 
picture, it felt like a lifetime had passed since November 2019. But the more 
I stared at the picture, the more it encouraged me. You see, even though 
the image was filled with darkness, it was the light that broke through. And 
through the light, I could see joy on my face. And seeing that joy reminded 
me that the joy of the Lord is our strength…always.

2020 has not been lost. 2020 has been an opportunity to sift through the 
madness and follow the light of Christ that shines during the dark days. 2020 
has allowed us to practice the greatest commandment to love God with 
all of our hearts, minds, and souls; and to love our neighbors as we love 
ourselves. 2020 has provided the opportunity to focus on the love and joy 
in our lives. 2020 has called us to a higher level of spiritual maturity and a 
deeper level of faith. 

So what shall October and November bring? Only God knows. When will 
we resume in-person worship in the Sanctuary? We are not sure yet; but as 
soon as we are sure that it is safe. Yet, we can be prepared by entering an 
intentional season of gratitude. Theologian and priest, Henri Nouwen reminds 
us that, “The discipline of gratitude is the explicit effort to acknowledge that 
all I am and have is given to me as a gift of love, a gift to be celebrated with joy.” What if we entered October and 
November looking for ways to practice gratitude toward each other and toward God. I heard it said, “Thankfulness 
is a feeling. Gratitude is an action.” What can you do, what actions will you take, to express your gratitude to God 
and each other during this season?

October and November at Atlanta First UMC are chocked full! If you’ve gotten disconnected, this is the perfect 
time to reconnect. A new church app, virtual concerts, Friends at the Front Door, Disaster Response Giving through 
UMCOR, new online Small Groups, World Communion Sunday, Laity Sunday, All Saints’ Celebration, Virtual Prayer 
Time, our Interrupt and Treasure Worship Series, and so much more, are invitations for each of us to practice gratitude. 
After all, gratitude leads to love and love leads to joy and couldn’t we all use some joy!

With gratitude, love, and joy,

Welcome to Atlanta First United Methodist Church!

Welcome to Atlanta First! This community of faith believes in radically welcoming all people! So whether you are 
young or old; light, medium, or dark skinned; living with a disability or non-disabled; have it all together or have 
nothing together; are poor in resources or have plenty of resources; heterosexual or identify as a LGBTQ+ person – 
whoever you are and however you come, we believe that you were created beautifully in the image of God!

You are welcome and loved at Atlanta First!
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We exist to worship God, serve people, grow together, and engage with the people of our city.

LIVE ONLINE WORSHIP, SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 11:00 AM  •  WWW.ATLANTAFIRSTUMC.ORG/LIVE
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/ATLANTAFIRSTUMC/LIVE  •  WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/ATLANTAFIRSTUMC/LIVE

Upcoming Events in October & November

Sundays @ 9:30 am 
Online Sunday School  (see page 12)

Sundays @ 11:00 am 
Online Worship  (see pages 6 & 7)

Tuesdays @ 6:30 pm 
Virtual Intentional Time of Prayer  (see page 12)

Tuesdays @ 7 pm 
Disciple Fast Track Small Group

Thursdays @ 11 am 
Disciple IV Small Group

Thursdays @ 5:30 pm (in November) 
Treasure Small Group Study  (see page 12)

First Sunday each Month @ 2 pm 
Friends at the Front Door  (see page 8)  
1st Sunday at First Music Series  (see page 13)

Sunday, October 4th 
World Communion Sunday 
World Communion Sunday Offering  (see page 5)

Sunday, November 1st 
All Saints’ Sunday  (see page 14) 
Daylight Savings Time Ends: Fall Back 1 Hour

Tuesday, November 3rd 
Election Day  (No Disciple Fast Track Class) 
Church Office Closed for Staff to Vote 
Intentional Prayer for Election Day and Our Nation

Sunday, November 29th 
First Sunday of Advent 
United Methodist Student Day 
United Methodist Student Day Offering  (see page 5)

Free COVID-19 Testing
Visit https://atlstrong.org/testing/ for up-to-date COVID-19 testing locations and schedules. Mobile testing 
locations change weekly. Let’s do our part to help end this pandemic by social distancing and wearing masks!

https://a3a.me/atlantafirstunitedmethodist
http://www.atlantafirstumc.org/live
http://www.facebook.com/atlantafirstumc/live
https://www.youtube.com/AtlantaFirstUMC/live
https://atlstrong.org/testing/


O c t o b e r  i s  P a s t o r  A p p r e c i a t i o n  M o n t h .

    A N D  I  W I L L
G I V E  Y O U

A C C O R D I N G  T O  M I N E  H E A R T ,
W H I C H  S H A L L  F E E D  Y O U

W I T H  K N O W L E D G E
A N D  U N D E R S T A N D I N G .

J E R E M I A H   3 : 1 5

PASTORS

The United Methodist Church says that while the congregation is the hands and feet of the church, the pastor is 
the heart of the body. Pastors are on the job 24/7 preaching, teaching, and, most importantly, praying. 
  
Although we appreciate Pastor Jasmine all year long, October is the perfect time to show the love, honor, and 
encouragement she so deserves in special ways.  

Here are a few suggestions:  
• Handwritten Letter: A handwritten letter or note also provides an opportunity for kids to participate.  
• Favorite Meal: A gift card to a favorite restaurant is always appreciated. Pastor Jasmine loves JCT 

Kitchen; St. Cecilia; and Chick-fil-A. A gift card to Uber Eats; Postmates; and Door Dash is great for those 
all day Zoom meetings!  

• A Gift Card: Pastors are notoriously bad at self-care. The beauty of gift cards is that they prompt pastors 
to do something good for themselves. Some suggestions: Starbucks, Visa, or Amazon Gift Cards.  

• Love Offering: You can give towards a special gift that we will present to her at the end of the month. 

Let’s celebrate Pastor Jasmine and show her how much we appreciate what she does for us all year long! 
         
        Thank you, 
        The Staff Care Team 

You can give toward this special love offering securely online at AtlantaFirstUMC.org/give, through CashApp ($AtlantaFirstUMC), Text-
to-Give by texting “1” to 833-675-0154, or you can mail gifts and notes to Pastor Jasmine to the church at 360 Peachtree Street NE, 
Atlanta, GA 30308. Please note “Pastor Appreciation.” 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Please make check payable to your local church or give online at UMCgiving.org/giveWCS.

WORLD COMMUNION 
SUNDAY

Your generous gift today enriches 
Christianity around the world

“All that I am doing now is to prepare me 
to make a difference.”

— The Rev. Cangfu Wang, World Communion International Scholar

Photo by Kathleen Barry, UM
NS

Sunday, November 29th is 
United Methodist Student Day!

YOUR GIFT PROVIDES SCHOLARSHIPS 
FOR UNITED METHODIST STUDENTS.
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On Sunday, October 4th, we will collect the World 
Communion Sunday Offering on behalf of the United 
Methodist Church. This special offering supports the 
division of chaplains and ministries, Crusade Scholarships 
and the scholarship fund for minority groups. 
Around the globe, countless gifted and qualified 
people face financial obstacles that hinder them 
from preparing for the vocation God has given them, 
especially youth and young adults. For ethnic students 
who will be the first generation in their families to attend 
college, or for those people of color who haven’t 
historically had access to resources that make higher 
education possible, the road toward education has 
often been unwieldy.
What would it look like if the church today imitated Jesus’ 
affirmation of the full dignity and God-given potential 
of all women and men—especially those who’ve 
historically been assigned to the world’s margins? On 
World Communion Sunday your giving helps to provide 
scholarships for national and international graduate 
students whom God has gifted to learn and to serve.
You can give online, through CashApp, by Text-to-Give, 
or by check in the mail. See the back page or visit 
AtlantaFirstUMC.org/giving for details. Please mark your 
gift for “World Communion Sunday Offering.”

http://www.atlantafirstumc.org/giving
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Let’s worship Together!

AtlantaFirstUMC.org/worship

COVID-19. Racial Unrest. Election Battles. Injustice. Loss. Fear. Pain.

The current state of our nation is divided and angry; and the status quo behavior only divides, segregates, and 
hates. Yet, the people of God are called to unity, justice, and love. God’s vision of unity, justice, and love require an 
interruption of the way things were and the way things are. Through a counter-cultural interruption, God will guide 
us to a future with hope.

Yet, God’s future with hope requires courage - the courage to remember, the courage to stand out, the courage 
to let go, the courage to love new people in new ways. God requires the courage to live counter-culturally. God 
requires the courage to interrupt.

Join us in October as we explore “Interrupt: Finding the Courage to Live Counter-Culturally.”

f inding the courage to live counter-culturally

Sunday mornings in October at 11:00 am

http://AtlantaFirstUMC.org/worship
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Let’s worship Together!

AtlantaFirstUMC.org/worship

“Stop collecting treasures for your own benefit on earth, where moth and rust eat 
them and where thieves break in and steal them. Instead, collect treasures for 
yourselves in heaven, where moth and rust don’t eat them and where thieves don’t 
break in and steal them. Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

Matthew 6:19-21

Money affects your heart. Whether you are in plenty or in want, money has a direct connection to your stress level, 
your anxiety, and the health of your relationships. It is no wonder, then, that Jesus talked about the relationship 
between our treasure and our hearts.
For a four-week period in November, we will look at the many ways that our treasure (time, energy, money) affects 
our spiritual and emotional lives. Join us in worship and in small group studies in November, as we explore Matthew 6 
and Jesus’ teachings on money, giving, worry, and more. 
At the end of the four weeks, we will have an opportunity to make personal commitments of our offerings to God 
through our church in the coming year. Commitment cards will be sent to you in the mail. 

November Online Worship:  Sunday Mornings @ 11:00 am

November Online Small Group Studies:  Sundays @ 9:30 am  &  Thursdays @ 5:30 pm

http://AtlantaFirstUMC.org/worship
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AtlantaFirstUMC.org/serve

While we are currently unable to gather in the sanctuary, 
there are still ways to be the hands and feet of Christ in 
the city. Our Friends at the Front Door outreach ministry 
serves at 2 pm on first Sunday of months when we have a 
1st Sunday at First concert, giving out food, toiletries and 
face masks. With each mission donation, we are able 
to continue our commitment to help our under-housed 
neighbors; a $15 donation helps provide toiletries and 
an $8 donation helps to provide a meal. Please visit 
www.atlantafirstumc.org/giving for details on how to 
give online, by CashApp, Text-to-Give, and by Mail.

One way you can directly serve others from home is 
the engage Team’s Face Mask & Hand Sanitizer Ministry, 
described below. For more information and ideas on 
how you can support the Atlanta First serve ministries 
during the current crisis, please contact Mary Jackson, 
our serve Team Lead, at serve@atlantafirstumc.org.

Let’s Let’s serveserve Together! Together!

Rosa Freeman, Dixie Scruggs, and Ruby Lawrence passing out 
toiletries, water, and lunch bags to our under-housed neighbors at 
our Friends at the Front Door outreach ministry.

Your giving directly changes lives of those in this city whom God has entrusted to our care.
Thank you for prayerfully considering how you can make a huge difference!
Please scan the QR code to the left or visit our website at AtlantaFirstUMC.org/give.
You can also give through CashApp, at $AtlantaFirstUMC, or scan the CashApp code.
You can also Text-to-Give by texting “1” to 833-675-0154.

serve Through Giving - AtlantaFirstUMC.org/give

We are a church that makes a difference and gives ourselves away. We do not have to do this. We get to do this! 
We get to do this because of people like you who generously invest financially to this incredible mission. We want 
to thank you for your generous support of the ministries of Atlanta First!

Midtown Assistance Center (MAC) seeks a highly motivated, efficient, 
and detail-oriented Temporary Case Manager (TCM) to join our 
team. This is a contract hourly position, up to 30 hours per week for 
up to 3 months. MAC’s mission is to prevent hunger and homelessness 
during periods of crisis. The TCM will focus on eviction and utility 
disconnection prevention by directly working with members of our 
community who are at risk of eviction and utility disconnection. This 
position is 100% remote (work from home).
The person in this position will hit the ground running so MAC is looking 
for a quick-learner who can work independently. Significant usage 
of ClientTrack (GA HMIS) is required so candidates with ClientTrack 
experience are strongly preferred.

Primary Responsibilities
● Process requests for assistance by utilizing MAC’s database 

(Salesforce)
● Work with those seeking assistance to acquire all required 

documentation in a timely manner
● Advocate for tenants with landlords while acquiring required 

documents from from landlords 
● Accurately enter and update information in ClientTrack in a 

timely manner
● Attend Monday and Thursday Staff Zoom meeting

Minimum Qualifications
● 1+ year experience working in social services case management

● Completed 60 hours coursework in Bachelor of Social Work 
program (or similar Human Services degree)

Preferred Qualifications
● Bachelor of Social Work (BSW) degree
● Case management utilizing ClientTrack (GA HMIS)

Needed Skills
● Strong time management and organizational skills
● Excellent oral and written communication skills
● Proven ability to problem solve, make good decisions and use 

sound judgment
● Proven ability to work with diverse groups of people
● Have strong follow-up skills and the ability to respond to clients 

and coworkers in a timely manner

Compensation
This position is part- time/hourly(up to 30 hours). Compensation is 
commensurate with education and experience (ranging from $15- 
$17 per hour).

Application
Interested candidates should submit a resume and cover letter 
to mac@midtownassistancectr.org with “First Name Last Name - 
Job Application” in the subject line. Please note your ClientTrack 
experience in your cover letter. Applicants accepted on a rolling 
basis. Position will be open until a qualified candidate is found.

Midtown Assistance Center - Help Wanted! 
Temporary Case Manager: Eviction Prevention  (Temporary Position)

http://www.AtlantaFirstUMC.org/serve
mailto:mac%40midtownassistancectr.org?subject=
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Let’s Let’s serveserve Together! Together!

AtlantaFirstUMC.org/serve

About UMCOR
As the humanitarian relief and development arm of 
The United Methodist Church, the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief assists United Methodists and 
churches to become involved globally in direct ministry 
to persons in need. UMCOR works with vulnerable 
communities to strengthen self-sufficiency and 
encourage partnerships. UMCOR responds to U.S. and 
international disasters, addresses diseases of poverty, 
ministers to refugees and immigrants, provides clean 
water and actively works to reduce hunger.

Flood. Fire. Wind. COVID-19.
For 80 years, and in this unprecedented time of one 
disaster after another, UMCOR has been swift to offer 
relief and is committed to the fullness of recovery.

United States Disaster Response
When disasters happen, it is local churches that provide 
the first response to their communities. This basic 
understanding – that disaster response is local – forms 
the foundation for UMCOR’s U.S. disaster training and 
response efforts.
When responding to a disaster in the United States, 
UMCOR works with the conference disaster response 
ministries to provide the following:

Financial assistance :
Emergency grants may be sent when a bishop of the 
affected conference contacts UMCOR.
Expertise:
UMCOR’s disaster-response experience and 
knowledge are made available to those in need;
Networking:
Connections with volunteers, experts, local 
government and other organizations can help 
communities recover from disaster.

Current Disaster Response
UMCOR and its partners are responding to disasters 
in the United States every day. Please join us in prayer 
for the affected areas and consider giving to UMCOR 
U.S. Disaster Response to support these efforts. View 
ongoing responses below. 

Hurricane Sally
In response to the major flooding caused by Hurricane 
Sally, UMCOR is in contact with conference disaster 
response coordinators in Mississippi, Alabama and 
Florida. UMCOR is helping to meet immediate needs 
with financial support, awarding a solidarity grant to 
the Alabama-West Florida Conference. More than 
1,600 cleaning kits from the warehouse in Decatur, 
Alabama – two truck loads full – have been sent to 
the impacted areas. The dedicated work of local 
emergency response teams and conference disaster 
response coordinators is sustaining the relief effort at 
this time.
Hurricane Laura
UMCOR awarded solidarity grants to the Louisiana, 
Texas and Mississippi Conferences to meet immediate 
needs. UMCOR-trained Emergency Response Teams 
are present and working in effected areas. As the 
response continues, UMCOR will work with conference 
disaster response coordinators and help coordinate 
cleaning kit distribution as well as supplies and PPE 
for volunteers. As the recovery for this storm will take 
years, UMCOR will also provide case management 
services.
Wildfires in the West
UMCOR is in communication with the affected annual 
conferences across multiple states as they face and 
respond to the massive spread of wildfires. Solidarity 
grants have been awarded to the Pacific Northwest 
and Oregon-Idaho Conferences.

You can give to UMCOR through our online giving at:  www.atlantafirstumc.org/giving

Or you can donate directly to UMCOR at:  www.umcmission.org/umcor/give/how-to-give

http://www.AtlantaFirstUMC.org/serve
https://www.umcmission.org/umcor/serve/us-disaster-response
https://www.umcmission.org/umcor/serve/us-disaster-response
http://www.atlantafirstumc.org/giving
https://www.umcmission.org/umcor/give/how-to-give
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PHASE 1 - AUGUST 2
WORSHIP Live-streamed from the 

Sanctuary
Virtual GROW

Virtual & Limited In-Person SERVE
Virtual ENGAGE

PHASE 0 
Worship Live-streamed Remotely

Virtual GROW
Virtual SERVE

Virtual ENGAGE

PHASE 2 - TBD
Live-streamed & Physically-Distanced 

In-Person WORSHIP
Virtual & Limited In-Person SERVE

Virtual GROW
Virtual ENGAGE

PHASE 3 - TBD
Live-streamed & In-Person WORSHIP

Choir Resumes
In-Person SERVE

Virtual & In-Person GROW
In-Person ENGAGE

CONNECT WITH ATLANTA FIRST
PHASE O: Through August 1 || Worship: Virtual Worship Experience @ 11:00am EDT

www.AtlantaFirstUMC.org/live | Facebook Live and YouTube Live
Serve: Give generously to support the increased need for food, toiletries, & 
 Midtown Assistance Center (MAC)
Grow: Virtual Sunday School at 9:45am on Sundays; Weekly GROW Small Groups
Engage: Donate Hand Sanitizer, Cloth Masks, Material for Masks, and/or Money

Atlanta First United Methodist Church is committed to the health and safety of our entire community   —
especially during the current global health pandemic. Through the guidance of our public health experts, the 
Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC), state and local governments, United Methodist leaders, the 
Atlanta First UMC Re-Opening Task Force and Leadership Team, we have developed a plan to return to in-person 
worship when it is safe and faithful to do so. We have developed a phased approached which mirrors the phases 
of our public health guidance. 

The church building may be closed. The church remains open and deployed for ministry! 

ATLANTA FIRST UMC
COVID-19 RESPONSE

PHASE 1: Begins August 2 || Worship: LiveStreamed Worship Experience @ 11:00am
www.AtlantaFirstUMC.org/live | Facebook Live and YouTube Live

Serve: Give to support the increased need for food, toiletries, masks, and MAC
Grow: Virtual Sunday School at 9:30am on Sundays; Weekly GROW Small Groups
Engage: Donate Hand Sanitizer, Cloth Masks, Material for Masks, and/or Money

PHASE 2: TBD || Worship: LiveStreamed & Physically-Distanced In-Person Worship    
@11:00am | www.AtlantaFirstUMC.org/live | Facebook Live and YouTube Live
Serve: Give to support the increased need for food, housing, and masks; 
 Physically-Distanced Front Door Ministry & Midtown Assistance Center (MAC)
Grow: Virtual Sunday School at 9:30am on Sundays; Weekly GROW Small Groups
Engage: Donate Hand Sanitizer, Cloth Masks, Material for Masks, and/or Money

PHASE 3:TBD | Worship: LiveStreamed & In-Person Worship Experience @ 11:00am 
www.AtlantaFirstUMC.org/live | Facebook Live and YouTube Live

Serve: Give to support the increased need for food, housing, and masks; 
 Resume In-Person Mission Ministries like Front Door Ministry & MAC
Grow: In-Person Sunday School at 9:45am on Sundays; Virtual GROW Small Groups
Engage: Donate Hand Sanitizer, Cloth Masks, Material for Masks, and/or Money

www.AtlantaFirstUMC.org
404.524.6614

http://www.AtlantaFirstUMC.org/live
https://www.facebook.com/AtlantaFirstUMC/
http://YouTube.com/AtlantaFirstUMC
http://www.AtlantaFirstUMC.org/live
https://www.facebook.com/AtlantaFirstUMC/
http://YouTube.com/AtlantaFirstUMC
http://www.AtlantaFirstUMC.org/live
https://www.facebook.com/AtlantaFirstUMC/
http://Youtube.com/AtlantaFirstUMC
http://www.AtlantaFirstUMC.org/live
https://www.facebook.com/AtlantaFirstUMC/
http://YouTube.com/AtlantaFirstUMC
http://www.AtlantaFirstUMC.org


PHASE 0 - DEFINITION

Significant or uncontrolled 
transmission (CDC)

PHASE 2 - DEFINITION

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

ATLANTA FIRST UMC
COVID-19 RESPONSE

www.AtlantaFirstUMC.org
404.524.6614
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PHASE 1 - DEFINITION

Significant and controlled 
transmission (CDC)

Moderate controlled 
transmission (CDC)

PHASE 3 - DEFINITION
Low Controlled Transmission 

(CDC)
+ Vaccine Available 

(Atlanta First Leadership)

When can we return to in-person worship in the Sanctuary?
We wish we could give you a specific date. We will follow the guidance of our public health 
experts, state and local governments, and our denominational and conference leadership to 
determine the date. We miss you and we can’t wait to welcome you back on campus.

Are children welcome in worship?
Absolutely. As United Methodists, we believe that children are to be welcomed and taught to 
worship and follow Jesus. Children over 10 must wear masks.
There will be no nursery or Children’s Church in Phases 0-2. Limited nursery availability and 
Children’s Church will resume in Phase 3.

Who is making decisions on behalf of our worshipping community?
All decisions are informed and subject to the direction and recommendation of the following:
• CDC and Public Health Officials; State and Local Government Leadership
• UMC and North Georgia Conference Leadership
• Atlanta First UMC Re-Opening Task Force & Leadership Team
• Congregational Polls

How can we help and remain or become connected to Atlanta First & all of its 
ministries right now?
• PRAY!! & Worship Online: www.AtlantaFirstUMC.org/live; Facebook and YouTube Live

• Sunday School: Currently led by Pastor Jasmine; meets virtually at 9:30am; 
  email: grow@atlantafirstumc.org for more information or to join the class

• GROW Groups: Weekly Small Groups begin in mid-August; email: grow@atlantafirstumc.org for more   
  information or to register)

• Midtown Assistance Center: Currently in need of monetary donations and cloth masks. 
  Visit www.midtownassistancectr.org or give online: AtlantaFirstUMC.org/give)

• SERVE Ministries: Participate in outreach and mission ministries by donating. Learn more at    
  AtlantaFirstUMC.org/serve

• Thursday Thoughts: Subscribe to Atlanta First’s Weekly E-Newsletter & Bi-monthly Newsletter by   
  emailing: info@atlantafirstumc.org

• Donate: Cloth Masks & Hand Sanitizer (engage@atlantafirstumc.org); Toiletry Kits (serve@atlantafirstumc.org); 
  Financial Generosity (atlantafirstumc.org/give; CashApp: $AtlantaFirstUMC;    
  by mail: Atlanta First UMC, 360 Peachtree Street, NE, Atlanta, GA 30308

• Join the Movement!: Join the Atlanta First UMC community in its mission to Worship God. Serve People.   
 Grow Together. Engage Atlanta. by joining the ministries, inquiring about Baptisms, and/or   
  becoming a member of Atlanta First United Methodist Church.     
  Call or email Pastor Jasmine: 404.524.6614 or pastor@atlantafirstumc.org

http://www.AtlantaFirstUMC.org
http://www.AtlantaFirstUMC.org/live
https://www.facebook.com/AtlantaFirstUMC/
http://YouTube.com/AtlantaFirstUMC
mailto:grow%40atlantafirstumc.org?subject=
mailto:grow%40atlantafirstumc.org?subject=
http://www.midtownassistancectr.org
http://AtlantaFirstUMC.org/give
http://AtlantaFirstUMC.org/serve
mailto:info%40atlantafirstumc.org?subject=
http://www.AtlantaFirstUMC.org/gove
mailto:engage%40atlantafirstumc.org?subject=
mailto:serve%40atlantafirstumc.org?subject=
http://atlantafirstumc.org/give
mailto:pastor%40atlantafirstumc.org?subject=
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- October Sunday School: Revival: Faith As Wesley Lived It -
In Revival, author Adam Hamilton uses his captivating, storytelling talent to take you on a six-
week journey through England tracing the life of John Wesley. Wesley’s message and his faith 
continue to speak to twenty-first-century Christians, calling for a revival of our hearts and souls so 
that our world might be changed. His story is our story. It’s our heritage, it defines our faith, and it 
challenges us to rediscover our spiritual passion.

Click Here to purchase a copy of the book Revival: Faith As Wesley Lived It at Amazon.

growgrow Together with Small Groups! Together with Small Groups!

Calling All Youth! Come Join Our Life Group!Calling All Youth! Come Join Our Life Group!
All youth grades 6-12 are invited to join our small group for youth. We’ll be meeting on ZOOM to explore what it 
means to live out God’s message, and have fun doing it! If you have youth that are interested, please send us your 
youth’s name and contact information. Contact Dixie for more information at dixie@atlantafirstumc.org.

AtlantaFirstUMC.org/grow

You are invited to join us, weekly on Tuesdays at 6:30 pm, for a time of virtual intentional prayer together. You can 
call in or login on your smartphone, tablet, or computer once a week to pray together. A congregation that prays 
together is a strong, fortified, and faithful congregation that can endure anything! The prayer time will be hosted in 
ZOOM (see below). If you have any prayer concerns or praises, you may send them to prayer@atlantafirstumc.org.

Virtual Time of Prayer ZOOM Information:

Meeting ID: 820 2929 0243 
Passcode: 0360

Click here to join the meeting.

Or join through the ZOOM app 
with the credentials above.

Or join by phone, with the credentials above, 
by calling either phone number below:

646-876-9923  or  312-626-6799

- November Sunday School: Treasure -
Money affects your heart. Whether you are in plenty or in want, money has a direct connection to 
your stress level, your anxiety, and the health of your relationships. It is no wonder, then, that Jesus 
talked about the relationship between our treasure and our hearts.
Tying directly into our November worship series, the Treasure small group studies will take a look at 
the many ways that our treasure (time, energy, money) affects our spiritual and emotional lives. 
Weekly study guides and daily readings will be provided for all who participate. The study will 
be online in ZOOM, and there will be two time slots: Sunday mornings at 9:30 am, led by Pastor 
Jasmine; and on Thursdays at 5:30 pm, led by Alisa Smallwood.

The Treasure Daily Readings book, by Jacob Armstrong, is available for purchase online:
Click Here to Order from Cokesbury   •   Click Here to Order from Amazon.com

https://www.amazon.com/Revival-Faith-as-Wesley-Lived/dp/1426778848
mailto:dixie%40atlantafirstumc.org?subject=
http://www.AtlantaFirstUMC.org/grow
mailto:prayer%40atlantafirstumc.org?subject=
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82029290243?pwd=dlFEZSszUVhxQW9lZm5tZWZzdjYwUT09
https://smile.amazon.com/Treasure-Daily-Readings-Four-Week-Study/dp/1426781989/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1600203214&sr=8-1


Atlanta First has launched a mobile app! Now it is easier than 
ever to have information about how you can worship, serve, grow, 
and engage right at your fingertips. In addition to up-to-the-
minute information, the app will also include recorded videos 
(such as worship videos, Thursday Thoughts, and concert 
series). The biggest reason to download the app? We’ll be 
launching “app exclusives,” such as mini-movies, sermon add-
ons, and devotionals, that can only be accessed via the app. 
The app is now available for download for both Apple and 
Android devices! Click the link below to download:

https://a3a.me/atlantafirstunitedmethodist

Announcing the Atlanta First Mobile App!Announcing the Atlanta First Mobile App!

The engage Team invites you to get involved in 
the fight against COVID-19 in Atlanta: by making 
reusable face masks and collecting hand sanitizer! 
We are seeking volunteers who want to donate 
their sewing skills, time, or monetary contributions 
to this effort. So far, we have sewn 101 masks and 
given out 45 mask with toiletry kits and hand 
sanitizer at Friends at the Front Door!

To sign up to learn more, please 
fill out this interest form:

https://forms.gle/4dknc7v1ge8EnbkYA
Or you may email Erin Martin, our engage Team 
Lead: engage@atlantafirstumc.org.

13

Let’s Let’s engageengage Together! Together!

AtlantaFirstUMC.org/engage

https://a3a.me/atlantafirstunitedmethodist
http://www.AtlantaFirstUMC.org/engage
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Active Duty Military & First Responders

MSgt. Logan Cathcart 
Grandson of Virginia Cathcart

MSgt. Scott Cathcart 
Son of Virginia Cathcart

Extended Church Family and Friends

Church Family
Pastor Jasmine & Family

Atlanta First
Atlanta First Staff

Atlanta First Shut-Ins
The Adams-Williams Family

Jacquelyn Banks
Mattie Brock
Beverly Bush

Virginia Cathcart
Hubert Davis

Marlee Franklin
Dot Fraser

Barbara Fruit
Claudia Harris

Dr. Helen Jin Kim
James Mickle

Lisa Peterson

Bonnie & Ross Lane

Rev. Dr. Jacqui Rose-Tucker

Les Scarborough

Gerald Stacy

Dorothy Ann Turnipseed

Rev. Hulda Wilson

All who are affected by 
the COVID19 Pandemic

Healing for our Nation

Edward Bean 
Grandson of Dallas Terrell

Mary Jim Black 
Mother of Miriam Smith

Pamela Datcher 
Sister of Dr. Jacqui Rose-Tucker&

Joyce Essein 
Friend of Dr. Jacqui Rose-Tucker

Carl B. Fairchild 
Friend of Jeanne Spencer

Barry Fraser 
Son of Dot Fraser

Tonia Freeman 
Rosa Freeman’s Sister

Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson 
Resident Bishop

Ruth Jackson 
Mother of Sandra Jackson

Family of Lance Kelly 
& Gainseville High School 
Friends of Natalie Smith

Dr. Michael T. McQueen 
District Superintendent

Tommye & Keith Miller 
Friends of Jeanne Spencer

Anthony Smallwood 
Brother-In-Law of Alisa Smallwood

The Stotler Family 
Missionaries

Meredith Tarantino 
Friend of Jeanne Spencer

Lynn Weller 
Relative of Natalie Smith

Robert Witcher 
Brother of Carol Colly

Drs. Anne and Ed Wimberly 
Cousins of Mary Jackson

Michelle Houston

William Crosby

Mary Jackson

Bob Heck

Steven Colly

Ruth Fruit

Charles Jones 
James Woods

1

5

8

9

12

16

19 

Happy Birthday in October!

Prayer List

If we missed you, we are so sorry! Please make certain we have your complete birth date. 
Call or email the Church Office, or include it on your connect & engage card during worship!

We would like to pray with you and for you. Please share your prayer needs with us at prayer@atlantafirstumc.org.

Malachi Cathcart

Suzie Moody

Jordan Pierce 
Norphesia Adams

Dr. Jo Jackson

21

23

25 

31

Happy Birthday in November!
Brian Smith 
Mira Hadley-Telfer

Rev. Bill Jackson

Lauren Jordal

Sandra Jackson

Flo Smith

1 

2

6

10

15

Jonathan Cathcart
Ray Fruit 
Roy Fruit
Leon Whited 
Rev. Hulda Wilson 
Lindsey Hunter
Rev. Jasmine Smothers

17
21 

22 
 

29

All active-duty military who are currently deployed, and their families.

Sympathy
We extend our Christian sympathy and Resurrection hope to the family and friends of Ruth Schoeman, who died 
on Sunday, August 2nd, 2020. 
With the sure and certain hope of the resurrection, we extend our deep sympathy to Mrs. Mattie Brock and the 
Brock Family. Mr. Gerald Brock, long-time, loyal, and faithful member of Atlanta First UMC and the St. Andrew 
Sunday School Class, died on Friday, August 21st, 2020.

mailto:%20prayer%40atlantafirstumc.org?subject=


Have any prayer concerns? 
Let us pray with you and for you:

prayer@atlantafirstumc.org
/AtlantaFirstUMC

www.AtlantaFirstUMC.org

Have any questions or comments about how to worship, serve, grow or engage here at Atlanta First? Contact us at:
worship@atlantafirstumc.org • serve@atlantafirstumc.org • grow@atlantafirstumc.org • engage@atlantafirstumc.org

Rev. Jasmine R. Smothers - Lead Pastor
Rev. Dr. Nancy Long, LPC, LMFT - Pastoral Counselor
Dixie Scruggs -  Ministry Intern
Markus McKinney -  Pastoral Intern
Christopher Bryant - Director of Worship and Music
Jennifer Graham - Executive Assistant to the Pastor
Jeanne Spencer - Events and Operations Coordinator
Steven Colly - Communications & Media

pastor@atlantafirstumc.org
counseling@atlantafirstumc.org

dixie@atlantafirstumc.org
markus@atlantafirstumc.org

christopher@atlantafirstumc.org
jennifer@atlantafirstumc.org
jeanne@atlantafirstumc.org
steven@atlantafirstumc.org

Atlanta First UMC Office: 404-524-6614

24/7 Pastoral Care Line: 404-446-3777

Amazon Smile will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible purchases to Atlanta First. To choose 
Atlanta First as your donation recipient, go to: smile.amazon.com/ch/58-0600848
You can also directly support Atlanta First Missions by purchasing needed supplies from our 
Amazon Smile donation list: smile.amazon.com/hz/charitylist/ls/2VLKWYPS8Z5HS

Your giving directly changes lives of those in this city whom God has entrusted to our care.
Thank you for prayerfully considering how you can make a huge difference!
Please scan the QR code to the left or visit our website at AtlantaFirstUMC.org/give.
You can also give through CashApp, at $AtlantaFirstUMC, or by scanning the CashApp code.
You can also Text-to-Give by texting “1” to 833-675-0154.

Giving - AtlantaFirstUMC.org/give
We are a church that makes a difference and gives ourselves away. We do not have to do this. We get to do this! We get 
to do this because of people like you who generously invest financially to this incredible mission. We want to thank you for 
your generous support of the ministries of Atlanta First! Your gifts help make worship. serve. grow. engage. at Atlanta First a reality!

Media & Online Worship

Contact

If you are unable to join us in person for worship, please join us online through the link above! All 
of our worship services are live-streamed through our YouTube channel and Facebook page. 
Be sure to subscribe to our YouTube channel to see all of our latest videos and to be alerted 
when our streams start! Our YouTube channel is found at: YouTube.com/AtlantaFirstUMC

Live-Stream - AtlantaFirstUMC.org/live

Visit here to see the archive of all of our worship and sermon videos, as well as videos of concerts 
and other special events.

Video Archive - AtlantaFirstUMC.org/videos

Did you miss a Sunday during the “Life Matters” worship series or do you want to hear Pastor 
Jasmine’s sermons from “The Gospel According to Mr. Rogers” again? Here you will find 
previously recorded sermons in videos, .mp3 audio downloads, and podcast audio streams.

Sermon Archive - AtlantaFirstUMC.org/sermons

Audio podcasts of our Pastors’ sermons and other recordings are available here. There you will 
also find links to subscribe to our podcasts on Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts, Spotify, and 
through an RRS feed. Also, check out: Bishop Sue’s Podcast - https://pod.link/1485744526

Podcasts - AtlantaFirstUMC.org/podcasts

If you would like to subscribe to our e-mail list to receive weekly “Thursday Thoughts” message and other important 
church announcements, please send a note to: subscribe@atlantafirstumc.org.


