


Welcome to Atlanta First! This community of faith believes in radically welcoming all people! So whether you are young or 
old; light, medium, or dark skinned; living with a disability or non-disabled; have it all together or have nothing together; 
are poor in resources or have plenty of resources; heterosexual or identify as a LGBTQ+ person – whoever you are and 
however you come, we believe that you were created beautifully in the image of God!

You are welcome and loved at Atlanta First!
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We exist to worship God, serve people, grow together, and engage with the people of our city.

Rev. Jasmine R. Smothers
Lead Pastor

Rev. Walter R. Jones
Executive Associate Pastor

Welcome to Atlanta First United Methodist Church!

The Lenten season, a 40-day period of preparation, self-examination, penitence and 
intentional relationship work with God, began with Ash Wednesday on February 26. During 
the season of Lent, we are asked to slow down, be still and quiet, and pay attention to the 
ways in which we can be more like Jesus. For some, it will take giving up something that 
distracts us from our relationship with God. For others, it will mean taking on something to 
become more like Jesus. For others, it will mean both. Maybe you spend too much time on 
social media and not enough time in prayer. Maybe you need to create a habit of daily 
scripture reading. Maybe there is a behavior that needs to be stopped or a fruit of the Spirit 
that needs to be taken on. Maybe you need to give generously of your time and resources to 
serve in the city. Whatever it is for you, make this season an intentional time of opening your 
heart and growing closer to God.

March will provide many opportunities for you to grow in your faith. Our Lenten worship 
series, “Reckless Love: Jesus’ Call to Love our Neighbor” by Pastor Tom Berlin, will challenge 
our practices and beliefs around how we love our neighbors. In addition to attending 
worship every week, I am asking everyone to join a small group to go deeper in Jesus’ call to 
us this season. If you are interested in an online small group, please email Jennifer Graham 
(jennifer@atlantafi rstumc.org) or call Jennifer at the Church Offi ce (404.524.6614). Don’t miss 
this opportunity to grow closer to God and each other!

April brings a time of worship and celebration. In this issue of the Messenger, you will fi nd 
invitations to worship during Holy Week. Our Holy Week worship services are “not-to-miss” 
encounters with God and our neighbors. Mark your calendars now and invite others to 
join you! There is something for everyone! Also in April, we will celebrate our Disciple Class 
graduation and the Confi rmation of our students. The Worship Team is also planning Easter 
Sunday worship that you will want to experience! You will be disappointed if you miss it.

There is so much going on at and through the people of Atlanta First! I can’t wait to see 
what God has in store for us as we begin this season. Practice intentionality in your faith 
journey this month. Be a disciple of Jesus. Love someone recklessly!

Grace, Peace and Love,

Holy Week 2020 Schedule

Palm Sunday - April 5th

Maundy Thursday - April 9th

Good Friday - April 10th

Easter Sunday - April 12th

Worship: Palm Parade & Youth Confi rmation

Worship: Communion & Tenebrae Service

Worship, Lunch to Follow
Tolling of the Bell  (see page 4)
Choral Concert (see page 4)

Sunrise Worship Service
Combined Sunday School Breakfast
Celebration Worship Service

11 am

7 pm

12 pm
1 - 4 pm

7 pm

7 am
10 am
11 am

We are all called to love our neighbors, but what 
does real, radical love look like? The kind of love
that Jesus shared with everyone he met? Join 
us as we take a look at RECKLESS LOVE, and see 
how Jesus calls us to love one another!
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Mary Hall Freedom House Dinner
4 pm, prep; 6 pm, serve; (see page 6)

SafeHouse Outreach Dinner
4 pm, prep; 6 pm, serve; (see page 6)

Maudy Thursday
7 pm Worship

Good Friday
Noon, Worship & Lunch
1 to 4 pm, Tolling of the Bell (see page 4)
7 pm, Choral Concert (see page 4)

Easter Sunday
7 am, Sunrise Service; 11 am, Celebration Worship

Friends at the Front Door
10 am, prep; 12 pm, serve; (see page 6)

After-Church Luncheon
12:30 pm - Bring a favorite dish to share! (see page 10)

Development Task Force Meeting
6:30 pm

April
2

7

9

10

12

18

19

22

SafeHouse Outreach Dinner
4 pm, prep; 6 pm, serve; (see page 6)

Mary Hall Freedom House Dinner
4 pm, prep; 6 pm, serve; (see page 6)

Youth Confi rmation Retreat (see page 8)
Town Hall Meeting with Bishop Sue

2 pm @ Peachtree Road UMC (see page 9)
Leadership Team Meeting

6:30 pm
After-Church Luncheon

12:30 pm - Bring a favorite dish to share! (see page 10)
Friends at the Front Door

10 am, prep; 12 pm, serve; (see page 6)
Development Task Force

6:30 pm
Easter Egg Hunt

3 pm (see page 5)
Leadership Team Work Day

March

3

5

6-8
8

11

15

21

25

27

28

Every Wednesday

FREE YOGA FOR ALL - See Page 10
5 pm - Beginners; 6 pm - All Levels
Meets on the 3rd fl oor.

BASKETBALL - See Page 10
5:45 pm
Meets in the 3rd fl oor gymnasium.

Monthly

First Tuesday
SAFEHOUSE OUTREACH DINNER - See Page 6

4 pm - Prepare @ Atlanta First
6 pm - Serve @ 89 Ellis St NE

First Thursday
MARY HALL FREEDOM HOUSE DINNER - See Page 6

4 pm - Prepare @ Atlanta First
6 pm - Serve @ 866 Warner Street SW

Second Wednesday
LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING

6:30 pm @ Atlanta First (no meeting in April)
Leadership Work Day on Monday, March 28th, 9 am to 3 pm

Third Saturday
FRIENDS AT THE FRONT DOOR - See Page 6

10 am - Prepare in the Fellowship Hall
12 pm - Serve at the Peachtree St. Doors

Third Sunday
MONTHLY AFTER-CHURCH LUNCHEON - See Page 10

Immediately following worship

Fourth Wednesday
DEVELOPMENT TASK FORCE

6:30 pm @ Atlanta First

Sundays at Atlanta First

The Sunday Squad:
The Sunday Squad is our Sunday volunteer opportunity and a great way to step up and help our Sunday service run smoothly. The Sunday 
Squad makes an impact on all our guests through volunteering as an usher, greeter, children’s church leader, nursery volunteer, and more! To 
participate, or if you have any questions, please send a note to Erin Martin, Engage Team Lead, at engage@atlantafi rstumc.org.

9:00 am - CHOIR REHEARSAL - We are blessed by the music ministry provided by three distinct choirs: the Atlanta First Chancel Choir, the Atlanta 
First Children’s Choir and the Atlanta First Praise Team. See page 4 for details on how to join!

9:45 am - SUNDAY SCHOOL - Don’t see a small group that you would enjoy? Let us know by emailing grow@atlantafi rstumc.org.
We were not created to do life alone. At Atlanta First, we don’t have to. Check out these Sunday School classes to fi nd the fi t that works best 
for you! All classes are located on the third fl oor of the Education Building. Let’s grow together!
• The Saint Andrew Class, taught by Ruth Fruit, Ross Lane, and Dr. Bob Smith, uses the Adult Bible Studies curriculum as the foundation of their 

study. They enjoy discussions, social activities, and caring for one another as well as the larger faith community.
• The Currents Class, taught by Aaron Moody, is a multi-generational group that enjoys a diversity of perspectives leading to lively discussion 

of the Scripture. The class studies a range of Biblical topics, relating all to their life application.
• Our Children’s Class, for ages 4-12, uses the “All-in-One Sunday School” curriculum. Each lesson contains active-learning experiences, 

interactive Bible stories, life applications, and take-home handouts.
11:00 am - WORSHIP

Make it a priority to worship on Sunday. Invite someone to join you!
If you are unable to be here in person, please worship with us online at AtlantaFirstUMC.org/live.
Children are an important part of the church family and are welcome in worship. Don’t worry about squirms or sounds, children remind us 
of the faithfulness of God! Should you choose, there is a Nursery available each Sunday for infants and toddlers. On 1st Sundays, we love to 
worship together as a family in the Sanctuary and take Communion together. On the 2nd - 4th Sundays of the month, Pre-School through 5th 
graders are invited to CHILDREN’S CHURCH after the Children’s Moment in worship. We invite youth, 6th grade and older to Youth Confi rmation 
through the month of March.

11:30 am - CHILDREN’S CHURCH - After the Children’s Moment in worship, all children are invited to Children’s Church. See page 8 for details.
11:30 am - YOUTH CONFIRMATION CLASS - Meets in the Pastor’s Conference Room.

Opportunities to worship, serve, grow and engage at Atlanta First:
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Let’s worship Together!

AtlantaFirstUMC.org/worship

The Altar Guild invites you to contribute to the beauty of the Sanctuary on Sunday mornings 
providing altar fl owers. Altar fl ower arrangements can be purchased and dedicated in 
honor or memory of loved ones. Following the worship service, the arrangements may 
be taken home, or donated to one of our Shut-Ins or a community member. The fl owers 
are $120 per set. Please contact Cornelia Witte at ckwitte@mindspring.com to order.

Altar Flowers

The Atlanta First UMC Chancel Choir
Christopher Bryant, Director of Worship and Music

Presents

“The Seven Last Words of Christ”
by Théodore Dubois

Good Friday, March 10th at 7:00 PM
In the Atlanta First UMC Sanctuary

The Atlanta First music ministry is growing! We have three distinct groups of musicians leading us in worship: 
the Atlanta First Chancel Choir, the Atlanta First Children’s Choir and the Atlanta First Praise Team. Each will 
bring their own unique style and repertoire to worship, which will enrich the worship experience and bring us 
closer to God through song! Here is the rotating schedule for worship and rehearsals in 2020 for each choir:

The Atlanta First Chancel Choir:
Rehearsals: 1st and 3rd Sundays at 9 am.
Worship: sing during the 1st and 3rd Sunday worship services.

The Atlanta First Children’s Choir:
Rehearsals: 3rd Sundays at 12:30 pm; 4th and 5th Sundays at 9 am.
Worship: sing during the 4th and 5th Sunday worship services.

The Atlanta First Praise Team:
Rehearsals: 2nd and 4th Sundays at 9 am.
Worship: sing during the 2nd and 4th Sunday worship service.

All who love to sing are invited to join the choirs! No prior experience is required. The Chancel Choir is open to 
all adults, and the Children’s Choir is open to all children and youth. For more information, please contact our 
Director of Worship and Music, Christopher Bryant, at christopher@atlantafi rstumc.org.

On Good Friday, March 10th, from 1 to 4 pm, we will have our traditional tolling of the Bell. The bell 
will be tolled twice a minute for three hours, in remembrance of the time Jesus spent crucifi ed 
upon the cross. Volunteers will be needed to help ring the bell. No prior experience required. 
Contact Christopher Bryant, at christopher@atlantafi rstumc.org, if you would like to participate.
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Autism Awareness Month - Blue Fridays

Monday, April 6th - Friday, April 10th

Spring Break, SCHOOL CLOSED

Monday, April 13th - Friday, April 17th

Week of the Young Child
Scholastic Book Fair

Wednesday, April 15th

Parent Council Meeting

Friday, April 17th

Spring Carnival

Wednesday, April 22nd

Earth Day

Women’s Month
Monday, March 2nd

Dr. Seuss’ Birthday & Read Across America
Friday, March 6th

Oreo Cookie Day
Sunday, March 8th

Daylight Savings Time (Spring Forward)
Wednesday, March 11th

Parent Council Meeting
Tuesday, March 17th

Saint Patrick’s Day
Wednesday, March 25th

Stuff Easter Eggs (Volunteers Needed)
Friday, March 27th @ 3 pm
Easter Egg Hunt
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This is a mission ministry to feed the hungry that 
Atlanta First supports on the fi rst Tuesday of each 
month. We meet here, in the Atlanta First kitchen 
at 4 pm to prepare the meal. At 6 pm, we travel 
to SafeHouse Outreach, located at 89 Ellis Street, 
Atlanta, where we have fellowship and pray with 
the homeless guests. Their prayer cards are placed 
on the Altar Rail the following Sunday morning and 
you will have the opportunity to pick up one and 
pray for that person during the month. Please visit 
www.AtlantaFirstUMC.org/serve to see a complete 
list of items needed, and to sign up to donate or 
participate.
The next opportunities to serve at SafeHouse are on 
Tuesdays, March 3rd and April 7th.

AtlantaFirstUMC.org/serve

For more information, or to sign-up to volunteer or make a donation, please email Mary Jackson, our serve
Team Lead, at serve@atlantafi rstumc.org, or call the Church Offi ce at 404-524-6614.

A big Thank You to all who 
have supported the mission 
ministries of Atlanta First! 
Your donations of time, food, 
clothing, supplies and funds 
have helped us to be the 
hands and feet of Christ in 
the city. We couldn’t do it 
without you!

The Mary Hall Freedom House exists to empower 
women to end the cycles of addiction, poverty and 
homelessness for themselves and their children. On 
the fi rst Thursday of each month, we meet at Atlanta 
First at 4 pm to prepare a meal to take to the Freedom 
House, then at 6 pm we go to the Freedom House, at 
866 Warner Street SW, to serve the meal and have 
fellowship with their guests.
The next opportunities to serve at Mary Hall Freedom 
House are on Thursdays, March 5th and April 2nd.

Monday - Thursday, we give a bottle of water and 
two packs of crackers to our homeless neighbors; 
over 150 visits each week. Donations of peanut butter 
or cheese crackers, granola bars, and cases of water 
bottles are always needed for this weekday ministry. 
We also provide basic toiletries and clothing (socks, 
new men’s underwear, jackets, hats, rain ponchos.) 
Donations can be placed in the Serve cart at the 
Porter Place door or in the donation bin outside the 
Pastor’s Conference Room.

You don’t want to miss the third Saturday of each 
month as we serve our Friends at the Front Door! We 
meet in the Fellowship Hall at 10am to prepare the 
lunches. At Noon, we set-up outside the red doors 
on Peachtree Street and give bag lunches, toiletry 
items, and have a time of prayer with our homeless 
neighbors. Visit www.AtlantaFirstUMC.org/serve to 
see a complete list of items needed.
The next opportunities to serve are on Saturdays, 
March 21st and April 18th.



•

•

•

Midtown Race for MAC 5K
Save the date of Saturday, May 9th for the annual 
Midtown Race for MAC 5K in Piedmont Park! Visit our 
website to fi nd registration information.
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MACMAC
Midtown Assistance Center
www.midtownassistancectr.org
mac@midtownassistancectr.org
Facebook: /theMACatlanta
Twitter: @theMACatlanta

Volunteer Opportunities
At MAC, we rely on nearly 50 volunteers a week to 
provide assistance. See how your congregation can 
plug in:

Food Pantry: Help pack grocery orders Thursday 
morning.

Clothing Closet: Help job-seekers fi nd the perfect 
outfi t for an interview or new job every weekday.

Reception Desk: Greet clients and check them in 
for their appointments.

For more details, or to fi ll out a volunteer application, 
please visit our website. You may also email Ciara at 
ciara@midtownassistancect.org to fi nd out more!

A gift to MAC can prevent someone from becoming homeless or going hungry.
Consider donating today at:

www.midtownassistancectr.org/donate

Donate to MAC Online!

Calling All Kroger Shoppers
Your purchases can benefi t MAC! Make sure your 
Kroger card is registered to benefi t MAC. Go to:

www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow/

Look At All We’ve
Accomplished Together!

2019 was fi lled with so many successes! Together, we 
prevented evictions to more than 350 households 
by providing rental assistance and kept the lights 
on for 536 households. Because of our MARTA and 
clothing assistance, we helped our neighbors get to 
work and remain employed. Our partners sponsored 
more than 200 children for the Holiday Gift Program. 
MAC hosted our fi rst annual Job and Resource Fair 
with Covenant Community Ministry, connecting job 
seekers to open positions across many fi elds. More 
than 300 volunteers donated more than 8,000 service 
hours, including two social work interns from Georgia 
State University and Winthrop University.

During the fourth quarter of 2019, the congregation 
of Atlanta First UMC contributed:

• 59 volunteer hours

• 400 Sandwiches through Girls that Serve

• $200 from the Currents class cash collection

Thanks for sharing your time, talent and treasure with 
our clients. Without your continued support, these 
accomplishments would not have been possible.

YPC Trivia Night
This fan favorite is back! Gather your friends and join 
our Young Professional Council at 7 pm on Thursday, 
March 12th, at the Black Bear Tavern, located at 1931 
Peachtree Road NE, Atlanta. Entry is $10 per person, 
and 100% of the proceeds benefi t MAC. Space is 
limited, so reserve your space buy purchasing tickets 
via Paypal. Please put “YPC Trivia” in the memo line.

Most Needed Items at MAC
MAC relies on donations from generous neighbors 
like you. Please consider donating some of our most 
requested items: 

Cold weather gear: men’s coats, hats, gloves and 
scarves

Laundry soap

Blankets or space heaters

Canned food, especially cooking oil, canned 
salmon, jelly, and chicken & rice soup.

•

•

•

•
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Let’s grow Together!

AtlantaFirstUMC.org/growAtlantaFirstUMC.org/grow

Our youth will attend the Conference-wide Confi rmation Retreat, March 6th - 8th, where 
they will focus on the fi ve vows United Methodists make when agreeing to follow Christ: 
prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. Youth will spend time at the Glisson Camp 
and Retreat Center learning more about what it means to be a United Methodist, to be 
in a district and a conference, and how being a “connectional church” is a blessing.
Our Confi rmation Class students will be confi rmed during Palm Sunday worship.

Reading the Gospel of Luke and Book of Acts with Bishop Sue
Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson invites all United Methodists in the North Georgia Annual Conference to continue in a daily, 
disciplined reading of the Gospel of Luke and the Book of Acts in 2020. We will read one chapter a week, and each week 
you will receive a refl ection and questions to ponder, written by a clergy or layperson from our Annual Conference. To 
subscribe to receive the weekly refl ections and questions e-mail, please visit: www.ngumc.org/subscribe

Below are the weekly scheduled readings for March and April:

March 1st: Luke 10 March 8th: Luke 11 March 15th: Luke 12 March 22nd: Luke 13 March 29th: Luke 14
April 5th: Luke 15 April 12th: Luke 16 April 19th: Luke 17 April 26th: Luke 18

Sunday Small Groups
We were not created to do life alone. At Atlanta First, we don’t have to. Check out our Sunday School classes 
and small groups to fi nd the fi t that works best for you! Let’s grow in discipleship together!
Sunday School classes meet at 9:45 am on Sunday mornings, and are located on the third fl oor of the 
Education Building. Our Greeter will be happy to help you fi nd them. If you have any questions or suggestions 
about opportunities to grow at Atlanta First, please contact our Grow Team at grow@atlantafi rstumc.org.

Lenten Study: Reckless Love
During the Season of Lent, our adult Sunday School classes will engage in a study curriculum that 
ties directly into our worship series for Lent, Reckless Love. In Reckless Love, we will learn what it 
means to have radical love, like Jesus’ love, for our neighbor. Copies of the book will be available 
for purchase at the church, and study materials will be provided in the classes.

The Currents Class
The Currents Class is a multi-generational group that enjoys a diversity of perspectives and lively discussion of 
the Scripture. The class studies a range of Biblical topics, relating all to life application.

The Saint Andrew Class
Taught by a rotation of four teachers and occasional guest speakers, The Saint Andrew Class uses the Adult 
Bible Studies curriculum. The class is a faithful supporters of MAC and other ministries sponsored by the church. 
On fi fth Sundays they enjoy a buffet breakfast together in their classroom. The Saint Andrew Class has a variety 
of ages represented on their roll, so everyone is invited and welcome!

Children’s Sunday School Class
Ages 4-12, uses an exciting curriculum called “All-In-One-Sunday School.” Each lesson contains active-
learning experiences, interactive Bible stories, life applications, and take-home handouts.
In addition to the Sunday School class, we also have Children’s Church, which begins following the Children’s 
Moment in worship.
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Let’s grow: Read Through the Bible in a Year!

1 - Deuteronomy 1-2
2 - Deuteronomy 3-4
3 - Deuteronomy 5-7
4 - Deuteronomy 8-10
5 - Deuteronomy 11-13
6 - Deuteronomy 14-16
7 - Deuteronomy 17-20
8 - Deuteronomy 21-23
9 - Deuteronomy 24-27
10 - Deuteronomy 28
11 - Deuteronomy 29-31
12 - Deuteronomy 32-34
13 - Joshua 1-3
14 - Joshua 4-6
15 - Joshua 7-8
16 - Joshua 9-10

17 - Joshua 11-13
18 - Joshua 14-16
19 - Joshua 17-19
20 - Joshua 20-21
21 - Judges 22-24
22 - Judges 1-2
23 - Judges 3-5
24 - Judges 6-7
25 - Judges 8-9
26 - Judges 10-11
27 - Judges 12-14
28 - Judges 15-17
29 - Judges 18-19
30 - Judges 20-21
31 - Ruth

1 - 1 Samuel 1-3
2 - 1 Samuel 4-7
3 - 1 Samuel 8-11
4 - 1 Samuel 12-14:23
5 - 1 Samuel 14:24-16
6 - 1 Samuel 17-18
7 - 1 Samuel 19-21
8 - 1 Samuel 22-24
9 - 1 Samuel 25-27
10 - 1 Samuel 28-31
11 - 2 Samuel 1-2
12 - 2 Samuel 3-5
13 - 2 Samuel 6-9
14 - 2 Samuel 10-12
15 - 2 Samuel 13-14

16 - 2 Samuel 15-16
17 - 2 Samuel 17-18
18 - 2 Samuel 19-20
19 - 2 Samuel 21-22
20 - 2 Samuel 23-24
21 - 1 Kings 1-2:25
22 - 1 Kings 2:26-4
23 - 1 Kings 5-7
24 - 1 Kings 8
25 - 1 Kings 9-11
26 - 1 Kings 12-13
27 - 1 Kings 14-15
28 - 1 Kings 16-18
29 - 1 Kings 19-20
30 - 1 Kings 21-22

March April

Let’s grow together by reading through the entire bible over the year! Below are the readings for March and April.

This I Now Know; In This I Now Hope
St. Luke’s Welcomes Extraordinary Thinkers - March 6, 7

Join fellow Metro Atlanta Christians as Princeton’s Elaine Pagels and Emory’s Melvin 
Konner refl ect on their life’s work - sharing what they have learned, what they now 
believe, and how that informs their hopes.

Pagels is a historian of religion, whose work causes us to rethink the early Christian 
church, including the role of women; Konner is a biological anthropologist and medical 
doctor who applies science to human nature, exploring the links between biology and 
behavior, medicine and society, nature and culture. Both have fascinating personal 
stories that impact their professional studies. 
Hosted by St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 435 Peachtree Street NE, Atlanta GA 30308. To 
register, please visit: www.stlukesatlanta.org/know-and-hope.html

Friday, March 6  |  7:30 - 9:30 pm  |  $30* includes dinner
Melvin Konner shares his story of scholarship, belief and hopes, followed by a response 
from Elaine Pagels, and the Rev. Ed Bacon, interim rector of St. Luke’s, will then join 
them for a closing conversation.

Saturday, March 7  |  8:30 am - Noon  |  $15* includes continental breakfast
Elaine Pagels shares her story of scholarship, belief and hopes. The Rev. Ed Bacon will 
offer a response. The session will conclude with Q&A and book signing.

*Both sessions together are $40. Scholarship rates are available.

You are invited to a Town Hall Meeting with Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson on the future of The United 
Methodist Church in North Georgia and beyond. A diverse group of 16 United Methodist leaders 
from around the world have collaborated on a proposed path forward for the United Methodist 
Church that has the unanimous support of all the parties involved. The agreement is the Protocol 
of Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation. The Town Hall will be held on Sunday, March 8th 
at 2 pm at Peachtree Road UMC (3180 Peachtree Rd NE) at 2:00 pm. Please RSVP to the Church 
Offi ce by March 4, 2020 if you plan to attend. 

Town Hall Meeting with Bishop Sue-Haupert-Johnson
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Let’s engage Together!
We are looking forward to the upcoming opportunities to engage the church with the city of Atlanta, and you 
are invited! In addition to the events listed below, the Engage Team has many more opportunities to engage 
in the works! If you have any questions or suggestions for opportunities to engage, please contact Erin Martin, 
Engage Team Lead, at: engage@atlantafi rstumc.org.

Free Yoga Classes
Classes are on Wednesday 
nights at 5:00 pm (beginners) 
and 6:00 pm (all levels), in 
the third fl oor pass-through 
room. If you can breathe, 
you can do yoga. You don’t 
have to be thin, or fl exible, or 
strong. Yoga is for everyone 
and every body!

AtlantaFirstUMC.org/engage

Engage With Our Shut-Ins
If you know of someone who is a member of 
our church and is not receiving the care of our 
congregation, please submit their name and best 
contact information to the Church Offi ce. If you’d 
like to help care for our shut-ins, please consider 
joining the Congregational Care team. You can 
write a note, visit, help take Communion and 
more! We need your help! Join the team! E-mail
jennifer@atlantafi rstumc.org for more information!

Basketball
Wednesday nights, 5:45 to 8 pm 
in the third fl oor gymnasium. 
Come shoot some hoops, blow 
off some steam, get some 
exercise and make new friends! 
Open to all ages.

Below are more opportunities to worship, serve, grow and engage with the Atlanta community! If you would like to 
suggest an event, please email info@atlantafi rstumc.org.

Friday March 6th and Saturday, March 7th. The University of the South, Sewanee, Tenn., presented by the Rt. 
Rev. Jacob W. Owensby, bishop of the Episcopal Church in Western Louisiana and author of “A Resurrection 
Shaped Life: Dying and Rising on Planet Earth.” He will deliver a Friday-evening lecture and facilitate a Saturday 
workshop. All are welcome, and CEUs are available. The March 6th lecture is free and open to the public.
Register at: http://beeckencenter.sewanee.edu/events/resurrection-shaped-life

Sunday, March 15th, 12 to 4 pm. The Hunger Walk Run - an annual 5K walk and “fun run” began in 1984 - is 
an event of the Atlanta Community Food Bank that unites our community to raise awareness and critical 
funds for local hunger relief. Proceeds from the event benefi t the Atlanta Community Food Bank and other 
local nonprofi t organizations that support food pantries, community kitchens, shelters and other programs for 
people in need of food assistance. Takes place at The Home Depot Backyard, 1 Backyard Way, Atlanta, GA.
To register to participate, or to make a donation, please visit: http://acfb.org/content/hunger-walkrun

FaithMatters: Living a Resurrection-Shaped Life

The Atlanta Community Food Bank: Hunger Walk Run 5K

Join us for a time of fellowship 
and good food! Our next lunch  
is immediately after worship 
on Sundays, March 15th and
April 19th. Bring your favorite 
side-dish or dessert to share, 
and a friend to share it with!

Friday, April 17th, 9 am to 1 pm. The Cathedral Book Store presents Ilia Delio, “Christifying the Universe,” The 
central core of Christianity is the incarnation, the Word made fl esh. Ilia Delio, a Franciscan Sister and theologian 
specializing in the area of science and religion, with interests in evolution, physics and neuroscience and the 
import of these for theology, will explore Teilhard’s notion of christifi cation in an unfolding universe, what 
this means in terms of nature, the environment, the human person and the future fullness of life. $35 general 
admission, $20 students. The Cathedral of St. Philip, 2744 Peachtree Road, NW, Atlanta, 30305.

Ilia Delio, “Christifying the Universe”

Opportunities for Community Engagement
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Active Duty Military & First Responders

MSgt. Logan Cathcart
Grandson of Virginia Cathcart

MSgt. Scott Cathcart
Son of Virginia Cathcart

Offi cer Allen Richardson
Brother of Dr. Nadia Jones

Offi cer Frannie Spencer
Daughter of Jeanne Spencer

All active-duty military who
are currently deployed,

and their families.

Extended Church Family and Friends

Church Family
Pastor Jasmine & Family

Pastor Walter & Family

Atlanta First

AFDS Staff

Atlanta First Staff

Atlanta First Shut-Ins

Mattie & Gerald Brock

Beverly Bush

Virginia Cathcart

Carol Colly

Hubert Davis

Marlee Franklin

Dot Fraser

Barbara Fruit

Bonnie & Ross Lane

Ruth Richardson

Rev. Dr. Jacqui Rose-Tucker

Les Scarborough

Gerald Stacy

Dorothy Ann Turnipseed

Rev. Hulda Wilson

Omar Beach
Friend of Dr. Jacqui Rose-Tucker

Edward Bean
Grandson of Dallas Terrell

Mary Jim Black
Mother of Miriam Smith

Pamela Datcher
Sister of Dr. Jacqui Rose-Tucker

Joyce Essein
Friend of Dr. Jacqui Rose-Tucker

Carl B. Fairchild
Friend of Jeanne Spencer

Barry Fraser
Son of Dot Fraser

Tonia Freeman
Rosa Freeman’s Sister

P. D. Harris
Father of Carolyn Lara

Ruth Jackson
Mother of Sandra Jackson

Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson
Resident Bishop

Dr. Bernice Kirkland
District Superintendent

Tommye & Keith Miller
Friends of Jeanne Spencer

Anthony Smallwood
Brother-In-Law of Alisa Smallwood

The Stotler Family
Missionaries

Meredith Tarantino
Friend of Jeanne Spencer

Robert Witcher
Brother of Carol Colly

Julie Coleman

Dr. Dana Lyles

Carol Colly
Lyn Dillard
Ross Lane

Emma Sanchez

Alicia Cathcart

Kevin Bell

Aimee Caswell

Steve Skinner
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Happy Birthday in March!

Prayer List

If we missed you, we are so sorry! Please make certain we have 
your complete birth date. Call or email the Church Offi ce, or 
include it on your connect & engage card in Worship on Sundays!

We would like to pray with you and for you. Please share your prayer needs with us at prayer@atlantafi rstumc.org.

Avis Bridges

Rosa Freeman

Dallas Terrell

Myrtle Edenfi eld

Jennifer Graham

Jacquelyn Banks
Jack Gannon

Raina Smallwood
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Happy Birthday in April!
Stephen Moore

David Cobble
Sandy Farrington
Julie Jones

George Jones

Joceyln Cooper
Bob Parris

Greg Franklin
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Barbara Hagen

Bill Sims

Cornelia Witte

Margaret Medicus

Holley Forsyth

Freda Lewis

Cheryl Freeman

Yohanne Darku
Lydia Miller

Rev. Frank Windom
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Have any prayer concerns?
Let us pray with you and for you:

prayer@atlantafi rstumc.org
/AtlantaFirstUMC

www.AtlantaFirstUMC.org

Have any questions or comments about how to worship, serve, grow or engage here at Atlanta First? Contact us at:
worship@atlantafi rstumc.org • serve@atlantafi rstumc.org • grow@atlantafi rstumc.org • engage@atlantafi rstumc.org

Rev. Jasmine R. Smothers - Lead Pastor
Rev. Walter R. Jones - Executive Associate Pastor
Rev. Dr. Nancy Long, LPC, LMFT - Pastoral Counselor
Markus McKinney -  Pastoral Intern
Dixie Scruggs -  Pastoral Intern
Christopher Bryant - Director of Worship and Music
Dr. Nadia J. Jones - AFDS Executive Director, Community Engagement
Jennifer Graham - Executive Assistant to the Pastor
Jeanne Spencer - Events and Operations Coordinator
Steven Colly - Communications & Media

pastor@atlantafi rstumc.org
walter@atlantafi rstumc.org

counseling@atlantafi rstumc.org
markus@atlantafi rstumc.org

dixie@atlantafi rstumc.org
christopher@atlantafi rstumc.org

nadia@atlantafi rstumc.org
jennifer@atlantafi rstumc.org
jeanne@atlantafi rstumc.org
steven@atlantafi rstumc.org

Atlanta First UMC Offi ce: 404-524-6614
24/7 Pastoral Care Line: 404-446-3777
Atlanta First Day School: 404-333-0270

A1Kids.org

Amazon Smile will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible purchases to Atlanta First. To choose 
Atlanta First as your donation recipient, go to: smile.amazon.com/ch/58-0600848
You can also directly support Atlanta First Missions by purchasing needed supplies from our 
Amazon Smile donation list: smile.amazon.com/hz/charitylist/ls/2VLKWYPS8Z5HS

Your giving directly changes lives of those in this city whom God has entrusted to our care.
Thank you for prayerfully considering how you can make a huge difference!
Please scan the QR cod to the left or visit our website at AtlantaFirstUMC.org/give.
You can also give through CashApp, at $AtlantaFirstUMC, or by scanning the CashApp code.

Giving - AtlantaFirstUMC.org/give
We are a church that makes a difference and gives ourselves away. We do not have to do this. We get to do this! We get 
to do this because of people like you who generously invest fi nancially to this incredible mission. We want to thank you for 
your generous support of the ministries of Atlanta First! Your gifts help make worship. serve. grow. engage. at Atlanta First a reality!

Media & Online Worship

Contact

If you are unable to join us in person for worship, please join us online through the link above! All 
of our worship services are live-streamed through our YouTube channel and Facebook page. 
Be sure to subscribe to our YouTube channel to see all of our latest videos and to be alerted 
when our streams start! Our YouTube channel is found at: YouTube.com/AtlantaFirstUMC

Live-Stream - AtlantaFirstUMC.org/live

Visit here to see the archive of all of our worship and sermon videos, as well as videos of concerts 
and other special events.

Video Archive - AtlantaFirstUMC.org/videos

Did you miss a Sunday during the “Life Matters” worship series or do you want to hear Pastor 
Jasmine’s sermons from “The Gospel According to Mr. Rogers” again? Here you will fi nd 
previously recorded sermons in videos, .mp3 audio downloads, and podcast audio streams.

Sermon Archive - AtlantaFirstUMC.org/sermons

Audio podcasts of our Pastors’ sermons and other recordings are available here. There you will 
also fi nd links to subscribe to our podcasts on Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts, Spotify, and 
through an RRS feed. Also, check out: Bishop Sue’s Podcast - https://pod.link/1485744526

Podcasts - AtlantaFirstUMC.org/podcasts

If you would like to subscribe to our e-mail list to receive our Pastors’ weekly “Thursday Thoughts” message and other 
important church announcements, please send a note to: subscribe@atlantafi rstumc.org.


