


Welcome to Atlanta First! This community of faith believes in radically welcoming all people! So whether you are young or 
old; light, medium, or dark skinned; living with a disability or non-disabled; have it all together or have nothing together; 
are poor in resources or have plenty of resources; heterosexual or identify as a LGBTQ+ person – whoever you are and 
however you come, we believe that you were created beautifully in the image of God!

You are welcome and loved at Atlanta First!
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I’m grateful to our Veterans. I’m grateful for the staff and volunteers of the church, Day 
School, and our Midtown Assistance Center. I’m thankful for how you show your generosity 
and gratitude toward our community!
I’m looking forward to worshiping with you this month! I’m looking forward to serving with you this month. I’m looking 
forward to growing with you this month. I’m looking forward to engaging with you this month
Be sure to check on our sick and shut-ins and those who you haven’t seen in a while. Browse the pages that follow and 
fi nd a new way to express your gratitude to God and others this month!
May the grace and peace of the Lord be yours in abundance,

We exist to worship God, serve people, grow together, and engage with the people of our city.

Rev. Jasmine R. Smothers
Lead Pastor

Rev. Walter R. Jones
Executive Associate Pastor

Welcome to Atlanta First United Methodist Church!

November is my favorite month of the year (and not only because I celebrate my birthday at 
the end of the month)! November usually arrives with the roar of unpredictable weather and 
the promise of celebration. November is a month of gratitude and hope. It is a time of refl ection 
and anticipation. November is (usually) chilly, but not too cold, outside, and it is a month that 
provides warmth and community on the inside. People seem to smile a little bigger and a little 
longer – not yet absorbing the stress of the “GIVE ME! GIVE ME! GIVE ME!” month that is to come!
November at Atlanta First brings warmth and familiarity. We celebrate many of our 
community traditions. We practice generosity and gratitude. Our Keep ATL Warm drive 
moves into full swing. We fi ll our brown bags with supplies that our community desperately 
needs. We prepare for Advent. And we celebrate Thanksgiving with our Day School families. 
These traditions, while fresh and new every year, ground us in the gratitude we have because 
we are blessed children of God!
This November, we are celebrating with a worship series focused on gratitude and through the 
teachings of the beloved Mr. Fred Rogers. “Building a Beautiful Neighborhood,” is the sequel 
to our popular January worship series, “The Gospel According to Mr. Rogers.” In worship this 
month, we will focus on how we can contribute to God’s vision for our neighborhood and 
how a spirit of gratitude impacts our neighbors each day.
What are you grateful for this month? This year? This decade? Where have you seen God 
working on your behalf? How will you express your gratitude to God? How will your everyday 
living spread gratitude?
I am grateful for and to you. I am thankful for our family and friends that we celebrate on All 
Saints’ Sunday, including:

Rev. Jasmine R. Smothers, Lead Pastor

Building a Beautiful Neighborhood is a 
series looking at how we can become 
better neighbors in our community by 
showing gratitude for the many blessings 
that surround us, including those that 
shaped our history and those that will 
shape our future. You won’t want to miss a 
Sunday in November!

• Vickii Bass
• Tasca Bodenheimer
• Lillian Deakins Wyatt Timberlake
• Sannie Dennard
• Ed Garrad
• Harriett Head

• Jack Head
• Margaret Kirby
• Jo Smithson
• Joe Louis Tucker
• Mary Wilson
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“Enough Generosity Consecration Sunday
11 am

AFDS Thanksgiving Feast
11 am  (see page 8)

Worship Leader & Hospitality Training Session
1 to 2 pm (see page 5)

Cluster Charge Conference at Northside UMC
7 pm (see page 5)

Development Task Force
6:30 pm

Church Offi ce Closed - No Wednesday Evening Activities
Closes at noon on 26th

Call the Pastoral Care line for emergencies: 404-446-3777
Day School Closed

Closes at noon on 27th

Hanging of the Greens Preparation
9 am (see page 4)

November

10

13

17

19

20

27-29

28-29

30

Clark University Choir Concert
7 pm (see page 10)

Dutchtown High School Concert Choir
10 am (see page 10)

AFDS Breakfast with Santa & Shop ‘Til You Drop
8 am (see page 8)

Lazarus Christmas Dinner
Red Parking Lot Closed

Annual Budget Meeting
6:30 pm

AFDS Presents: A Christmas Carol
2:30 pm (see page 8)

Christmas Eve Worship
5 pm - Gathering
6 pm - Worship

Church Offi ce Closed:
December 23, 25-Jan. 1;
Open on December 30th from 10 am to 2 pm
Call the Pastoral Care line for emergencies: 404-446-3777

December

3

5

7

8

10

13

24

Every Wednesday

FREE YOGA FOR ALL - See Page 10
5 pm - Beginners; 6 pm - All Levels
Meets in the 3rd fl oor walk-through room.

BASKETBALL - See Page 10
5:45 pm - Meets in the 3rd fl oor gymnasium.
Come shoot some hoops, get some exercise and make new 
friends! Open to all ages.

CHOIR REHEARSAL - See Page 4
7 pm - Meets in the choir room, on the 3rd fl oor.

Monthly

First Tuesday
SAFEHOUSE OUTREACH DINNER - See Page 6

4 pm - Prepare @ Atlanta First
6 pm - Serve @ 89 Ellis St NE

First Thursday
MARY HALL FREEDOM HOUSE DINNER - See Page 6

4 pm - Prepare @ Atlanta First
6 pm - Serve @ 866 Warner Street SW

Second Wednesday
LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING

6:30 pm @ Atlanta First

Third Sunday; Doesn’t occur in December
MONTHLY AFTER-CHURCH LUNCHEON - See Page 10

Immediately following worship

Third Wednesday in November; Doesn’t meet in December
DEVELOPMENT TASK FORCE

6:30 pm @ Atlanta First

Fourth  Saturday in November (*note date change)
Doesn’t meet in December

FRIENDS AT THE FRONT DOOR - See Page 6
10 am - Prepare in the Fellowship Hall
12 pm - Serve at the Peachtree St. Doors

Sundays at Atlanta First

The Sunday Squad:
The Sunday Squad is a new spin on our Sunday volunteer opportunities and a great way to step up and help our Sunday 
service run smoothly. The Sunday Squad makes an impact on all our guests through volunteering as an usher, greeter, 
children’s church leader, nursery volunteer, and more! To participate, or if you have any questions, please send a note to 
Erin Martin, Engage Team Lead, at engage@atlantafi rstumc.org.

9:45 am - SUNDAY SCHOOL - Don’t see a small goup that you would enjoy? Let us know by emailing grow@atlantafi rstumc.org.
We were not created to do life alone. At Atlanta First, we don’t have to. Check out these Sunday School classes to fi nd the fi t that works best 
for you! All classes are located on the third fl oor of the Education Building. Let’s grow together!
• The Saint Andrew Class, taught by Ruth Fruit, Ross Lane, and Dr. Bob Smith, uses the Adult Bible Studies curriculum as the foundation of their 

study. They enjoy discussions, social activities, and caring for one another as well as the larger faith community.
• The Currents Class, taught by Aaron Moody, is a multi-generational group that enjoys a diversity of perspectives leading to lively discussion 

of the Scripture. The class studies a range of Biblical topics, relating all to their life application.
• Our Children’s Class, for ages 4-12, uses the “All-in-One Sunday School” curriculum. Each lesson contains active-learning experiences, 

interactive Bible stories, life applications, and take-home handouts.

11:00 am - WORSHIP
Make it a priority to worship on Sunday. Invite someone to join you!
If you are unable to be here in person, please worship with us online at AtlantaFirstUMC.org/live.
Children are an important part of the church family and are welcome in worship. Don’t worry about squirms or sounds, children remind us 
of the faithfulness of God! Should you choose, there is a Nursery available each Sunday for infants and toddlers. On 1st Sundays, we love 
to worship together as a family in the Sanctuary and take Communion together. On the 2nd - 4th Sundays of the month, Pre-School through 
5th graders are invited to Children’s Church after the Children’s Moment in worship. We invite youth, 6th grade and older, to remain in the 
Sanctuary as full participants in the worship experience. Youth Confi rmation begins in January for 5th-12th grade. Please be sure that the 
Church Offi ce has your youth’s information as we plan for Confi rmation.

“Closer” Advent Worship Series

“Building A Beautiful Neighborhood”
Worship Series

Opportunities to worship, serve, grow and engage at Atlanta First:



4

Let’s worship Together!

AtlantaFirstUMC.org/worship

The Atlanta First Chancel Choir is an integral part of worship at Atlanta 
First, and you’re invited to join! The Choir sings during Sunday morning 
worship services and at seasonal concerts. Their repertoire includes 
classical, contemporary, jazz, traditional African American spirituals, 
and every form of music in between. The Choir rehearses weekly on 
Wednesday evenings at 7 pm in the music rehearsal room on the third 
fl oor. If you would like to join, please contact our Director of Worship 
and Music, Chris Bryant, at christopher@atlantafi rstumc.org.

Every Sunday, we have bouquets of fresh fl owers in the Sanctuary to help inspire a mood 
of worship. The Altar Guild invites you to dedicate altar fl owers in memory of someone, 
to celebrate a special event, or to honor family, friends and loved ones. If you would like 
to dedicate a set of fl owers, please contact Cornelia Witte, at ckwitte@mindspring.com. 
The fl ower arrangements cost $120 and may be taken home following worship.

Altar Flowers

First Sunday of Advent, December 1 - Closer: An Advent Service of Lessons, Carols and Hanging of the Greens
Advent lessons and carols led by the Atlanta First UMC Chancel Choir.
Hanging of the Greens service, where we bless the garlands and Chrismon Tree.

Second Sunday of Advent, December 8 - Closer: Do You See What I See?

Third Sunday of Advent, December 15 - Closer: Do You Hear What I Hear?
Atlanta First Day School Nativity Play during worship. No After-Church Luncheon in December.

Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 22 - Closer: Do You Know What I Know?

Christmas Eve, Tuesday, December 24 - Closer: Listen To What I Say!
5 pm - Gathering with cocoa, cookies and fellowship.
6 pm - Christmas Eve Worship with candle-lighting and communion.

You are invited to join us for worship during the Season of Advent, and experience our Advent worship series, 
Closer. We will learn how we can have a fresh perspective on God, realizing that not only is there much more 
to God than there appears to be, God is much Closer than we ever realized!

Hanging of the Greens Preparation
Sunday, December 1st marks the beginning of the season of Advent. We will 
continue our tradition of having a Hanging of the Greens service, where we will 
bless the garlands, wreathes, and Chrismon Tree that decorate the Sanctuary 
during the season.

We need volunteers on Saturday, November 30th, at 9 am, to help prepare the 
Sanctuary for the season. We will hang the garlands and wreaths, assemble 
and decorate the chrismon tree, and set out the Advent candles. The chrismon 
tree in particular needs several strong backs and arms to lift its sections into 
place. A pizza lunch will be provided for the volunteers!

Advent Worship Series Preview: Closer
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We were not created to do life alone. At Atlanta First, we don’t have to. Check out our Sunday School classes 
and small groups to fi nd the fi t that works best for you! Let’s grow in discipleship together!
Sunday School classes meet at 9:45 am on Sunday mornings, and are located on the third fl oor of the Education 
Building. Our Greeter will be happy to help you fi nd them. If you have any questions or suggestions about 
opportunities to grow at Atlanta First, please contact Faith Butler, Grow Team Lead, at grow@atlantafi rstumc.org. 
Interested in joining a small group about the “Enough” Series? Send an e-mail jennifer@atlantafi rstumc.org.

Children’s Sunday School Class
Ages 4-12, uses an exciting new curriculum, “All-In-One-Sunday School.” Each lesson contains active-learning 
experiences, interactive Bible stories, life applications, and take-home handouts.
In addition to the Sunday School class, we also have Children’s Church, which begins following the Children’s 
Moment in worship.

The Currents Class
Taught by Aaron Moody, the Currents Class is a multi-generational group that enjoys a diversity of perspectives 
and lively discussion of the Scripture. The class studies a range of Biblical topics, relating all to life application.

The Saint Andrew Class
Taught by a rotation of four teachers and occasional guest speakers, The Saint Andrew Class uses the Adult 
Bible Studies curriculum. The class is a faithful supporters of MAC and other ministries sponsored by the church. 
On fi fth Sundays they enjoy a buffet breakfast together in their classroom. The Saint Andrew Class has a variety 
of ages represented on their roll, so everyone is invited and welcome!

In January: A Disciple’s Path
This study, primarily for new and prospective members, will begin with an Orientation and Coffee, hosted 
by Pastor Jasmine, on Sunday, January 12th at 9:30am. This small group will be held for six weeks, Sundays 
January 26th thru March 1st, from 9:30 am to 10:30 am. The series will be co-led by Pastor Jasmine, Pastor Walter 
and Rev. Dr. Jacqui Rose-Tucker. This group is limited to twelve (12) participants and enrollment preference 
is given to new and prospective members. For questions or more information, contact Jennifer Graham
(jennifer@atlantafi rstumc.org or 404-524-6614). To register, please e-mail grow@atlantafi rstumc.org.

Mark Your Calendars: Youth Confi rmation Class
Confi rmation Class for 5th-12th graders begins with an Orientation for students, parents and guardians, and 
Confi rmation mentors on Sunday, January 12th, immediately following the worship experience. This class 
will be co-led by the Pastors and Pastoral Interns. After orientation, Confi rmation Class begin on Sunday,
January 26th. For more information or questions, contact Markus McKinney (markus@atlantafi rstumc.org). To 
register, please e-mail grow@atlantafi rstumc.org.

Let’s grow Together!

AtlantaFirstUMC.org/growAtlantaFirstUMC.org/grow

Charge Conference: November 19th at 7 PM
Atlanta First UMC’s annual Cluster Charge Conference will take place on Tuesday, November 19th, at 7 pm at 
Northside UMC with several of our sister churches. Charge Conference is a meeting where important church 
matters are reported, discussed, and voted on. The Charge Conference is open to all members of the church, 
and you are invited to attend. Our annual budget meeting will be held on December 11th, at 6:30 pm.

All members and regular attenders of the church who are currently, or desire to be, serving as ushers, greeters, 
liturgists, and all other worship leader and hospitality roles are requested to attend a training session on Sunday, 
November 17th, from 1 to 2 pm in the Sanctuary. We will go over the basics of worship liturgy and radical 
hospitality. There will be time to grab a bite to eat at the After-Church Luncheon before the session begins.

Worship Leader & Hospitality Training
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Church Door Ministry:
Monday - Thursday, we give a bottle of water and 
two packs of crackers to our homeless neighbors; 
over 150 visits each week. Donations of peanut 
butter or cheese crackers, granola bars, and cases 
of water bottles are needed for this weekday ministry. 
We also provide basic toiletries and clothing (socks, 
new men’s underwear, jackets, hats, rain ponchos.) 
Donations can be placed in the Serve cart at the 
Porter Place door or in the donation bin outside the 
Pastor’s Conference Room. 

Friends At The Front Door:
You don’t want to miss the third Saturday of each 
month as we serve our Friends at the Front Door! We 
meet in the Fellowship Hall at 10am to prepare the 
lunches. At Noon, we set-up outside the red doors 
on Peachtree Street and give bag lunches, toiletry 
items, and have a time of prayer with our homeless 
neighbors. Visit www.AtlantaFirstUMC.org/serve to 
see a complete list of items needed 

Mary Hall Freedom House:
The Mary Hall Freedom House exists to empower 
women to end the cycles of addiction, poverty 
and homelessness for themselves and their 
children. On the fi rst Thursday of each month, we 
meet at Atlanta First at 4 pm to prepare a meal 
to take to the Freedom House, then at 6 pm we 
go to the Freedom House, at 866 Warner Street 
SW, to serve the meal and have fellowship with
their guests.

SafeHouse Outreach Dinner:
This is a mission ministry to feed the hungry that 
Atlanta First supports on the fi rst Tuesday of each 
month. We meet here, in the Atlanta First kitchen 
at 4 pm to prepare the meal. At 6 pm, we travel 
to SafeHouse Outreach, located at 89 Ellis Street, 
Atlanta, where we have fellowship and pray with the 
homeless guests. Their prayer cards are placed on 
the Altar Rail the following Sunday morning and you 
will have the opportunity to pick up one and pray for 
that person during the month.
Please visit www.AtlantaFirstUMC.org/serve to see 
a complete list of items needed, and to sign up to 
donate or participate.

Amazon Smile & Donation List:
You can directly support the missions of Atlanta First 
by shopping online through Amazon Smile. When 
you make a purchase through the Smile portal, after 
selecting Atlanta First as your benefi ciary, 0.5% of 
your purchase price is donated to the church. You 
can also directly support our missions by purchasing 
needed supplies, which are shipped right to us. For 
the links to our Amazon Smile portal and our donation 
list, please visit: www.AtlantaFirstUMC.org/give

AtlantaFirstUMC.org/serve

For more information, or to sign-up to volunteer or make a donation, please email Mary Jackson, the serve
Team Lead, at serve@atlantafi rstumc.org, or call the Church Offi ce at 404-524-6614.

Fill A Mission Ministry
Supply Bag in November!

During the month of November, we will be handing 
out large paper bags with an attached list of supplies 
needed by our various mission ministries. Please take 
one or more of these bags, fi ll them with supplies, and 
bring them back during the month of November. Your 
generous donations are what allow us to be the hands 
and feet of Christ in the city!



Most Needed Items at MAC
MAC relies on donations from generous neighbors 
like you. Please consider donating some of our most 
requested items: 

Men’s coats

Men’s shoes

NEW Men’s underwear

Laundry detergent

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

MAC Social Media
To keep up to date with the latest MAC news and 
events, please follow our social media sites:

Facebook: /theMACatlanta

Twitter: @theMACatlanta

7

MACMAC
Midtown Assistance Center
www.midtownassistancectr.org
mac@midtownassistancectr.org
Facebook: /theMACatlanta
Twitter: @theMACatlanta

Volunteer Opportunities
At MAC, we rely on nearly 50 volunteers a week to 
provide assistance. See how your congregation can 
plug in:

Food Pantry: Help pack grocery orders Thursday 
morning.

Clothing Closet: Help job-seekers fi nd the perfect 
outfi t for an interview or new job every weekday.

Client Assistance: Meet with clients to hear their 
stories and provide assistance Tuesday and 
Wednesday afternoons.

For more details, or to fi ll out a volunteer application, 
please visit our website. You may also email Ciara at 
ciara@midtownassistancect.org to fi nd out more!

For the past eleven years, John Farah has been a faithful volunteer in MAC’s clothing 
closet. He was introduced to MAC through Atlanta First UMC, and has been a 
valuable volunteer ever since. He greets every client with a smile and is always eager 
to fi nd them the perfect outfi t. “I love helping my clients. They are so grateful,” John 
recalls. “I remember a gentlemen needing a suit for a job interview. I found one that 
fi t  him perfectly and showed him how to tie a tie. He came back and told me he got 
the job. I was as happy as he was.” When a client meets with John, they know they 
have someone in their corner rooting for them.

Volunteer of the Month: John Farah

Thank You!
On behalf of our clients at Midtown Assistance Center, 
thanks to the member of Atlanta First UMC for your 
continued support! From July through September 
2019, Atlanta First UMC has contributed:

• 93 volunteer hours from parishioners

• 400 sandwiches through Girls that Serve

With the generous support from our partner 
congregations, we are able to provide emergency 
rent and utility assistance, MARTA cards, and grocery 
assistance to our neighbors in need. These resources 
prevent homelessness for Atlantans who fall behind 
after a temporary loss of income or unexpected 
expense. This quarter, MAC provided assistance in 
3,071 emergency situations, and it could not be don 
without you.

MAC’s Digital Inclusion Program
Did you know that many students in Atlanta do 
not have access to the internet at home, making it 
diffi cult for them to complete assignments and keep 
up with their classes? Midtown Assistance Center 
is working to bridge the digital divide for these 
students. This month, MAC distributed Chromebooks 
to 30 families at Hope Hill Elementary. We also assist 
low-income families in obtaining internet access. We 
are so grateful to our donors at Munditio Foundation 
and the volunteers that make this possible!



Wednesday, November 13th - 11 am to 1:30 pm
Thanksgiving Luncheon

Monday, November 25th- Thursday, November 27th

Day Camp Available for School-Age Kids

Wednesday, November 27th

SCHOOL CLOSES at Noon

Thursday, November 28th - Friday, November 29th

SCHOOL CLOSED
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Atlanta First Day School Presents:
A Christmas Carol

You and your family are cordially invited to a performance of 
the beloved Christmas classic, Charles Dickens’ A Christmas 
Carol, performed by the Atlanta First Day School students! The 
performance will be on Friday, December 12th at 2:30 pm, in the 
Atlanta First UMC Sanctuary. There will be fun songs, dancing, 
and other surprises...  you don’t want to miss it!

Breakfast With Santa & Shop ‘Til You Drop!
Save the date on Saturday, December 7th, 8 to 10 am, when Jolly 
Old Saint Nick himself will stop by Atlanta First Day School! He’ll 
take photos with the kids and share a pancake breakfast.

Immediately after breakfast, the Day School will host its annual 
“Shop ‘Til You Drop” event, from 10 am to 2 pm. Babysitting, 
activities and snacks for young children will be available for 
parents who need to go do some Christmas shopping.

All families are invited. Please RSVP with the school 
offi ce by Friday, December 6th.

All members of the Atlanta First family are invited to attend the 
annual Atlanta First Day School Thanksgiving Feast! It will be 
held on Wednesday, November 13th, from 11 am to 1:30 pm. If 
you would like, you may bring a store-bought dessert to share. 
Please RSVP with Carolyn Lara at clara@a1kids.org, or call
404-333-0270, by Monday, November 11th.

Volunteers are needed to help set up before, and clean up after 
the feast. Please contact Carolyn Lara if you are available to 
help out.

Thursday, December 5th - 10 am
Dutchtown High School  Holiday Choir Concert

Saturday, December 7th - 8 to 10 am
Breakfast & Pictures with Santa

Saturday, December 7th - 10 am to 2 pm
Shop ‘Til You Drop

Friday, December 13th - 2:30 pm
AFDS Presents: A Christmas Carol

Sunday, December 15th - 11 am
AFDS Nativity Play During Worship

Monday, December 23rd - Wednesday, January 1st

SCHOOL CLOSED
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Sunday, November 17th

Immediately After Worship
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Let’s engage Together!
We are looking forward to the upcoming opportunities to engage the church with the city of Atlanta, 
and you are invited! In addition to the events listed below, the Engage Team has many more 
opportunities to engage in the works, and we will be keeping you in the loop of how you can be a 
part of it! If you have any questions or suggestions for opportunities to engage, please contact Erin 
Martin, Engage Team Lead, at: engage@atlantafi rstumc.org.

Free Yoga Classes
Classes are on Wednesday 
nights at 5:00 pm (beginners) 
and 6:00 pm (all levels), in 
the third fl oor pass-through 
room. If you can breathe, 
you can do yoga. You don’t 
have to be thin, or fl exible, or 
strong. Yoga is for everyone 
and every body!

AtlantaFirstUMC.org/engage

Engage With Our Shut-Ins

Join us for a time of engaging fellowship, good 
friends, and good eats. Bring your favorite side-dish 
or dessert to share and a friend to share with!

If you know of someone who is a member of 
our church and is not receiving the care of our 
congregation, please submit their name and best 
contact information to the Church Offi ce. If you’d 
like to help care for our shut-ins, please consider 
joining the Congregational Care team. You can 
write a note, visit, help take Communion, help keep 
the Pastors up-to-date on Congregational Care 
opportunities, and more! We need your help! Join 
the team! E-mail jennifer@atlantafi rstumc.org for 
more information!

Basketball
Wednesday nights, 5:45 to 8 pm 
in the third fl oor gymnasium. 
Come shoot some hoops, blow 
off some steam, get some 
exercise and make new friends! 
Open to all ages.

Below are more opportunities to worship, serve, grow and engage with the Atlanta community! If you would 
like to suggest an event, please email info@atlantafi rstumc.org.

The Wendell P. Whalum Community Chorus, under the direction of Dr. David Morrow, performs free concerts in 
the Greater Atlanta community throughout the year. Their Fall Concert is on Sunday, November 17th at 5 pm, 
at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 294 Peyton Road SW, Atlanta, 30311. Admission is free.

“Are We Our Brothers’ Keepers?” on Thursday, November 21st at 7 pm, at Temple Kol Emeth, 1415 Old Canton 
Rd, Marietta, GA 30062. This dynamic evening is fi lled with humor, music, and inspiration— celebrating both 
unity and diversity. Participating faiths include Baha’I, Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Judaism, Muslim, and more.

The Wendell P. Whalum Community Chorus Fall Concert 

14th Annual Ecumenical Thanksgiving Celebration

You are cordially invited to a performance by the Dutchtown High School Concert 
Choir, in our Sanctuary, on Thursday, December 5th at 10 am. The choir will perform 
a selection of Christmas music for our listening enjoyment. Our Director of Worship 
& Music, Christopher Bryant, is the choir director at Dutchtown High School.
We will need volunteers to provide radical hospitality for the choir and our guests.

The Clark University Choir, under the direction of Dr. Curtis Powell, will perform a concert of Christmas music 
on Tuesday, December 3rd at 7pm in the Atlanta First UMC Sanctuary. Admission is free.

Clark University Choir Christmas Concert
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Active Duty Military & First Responders

MSgt. Logan Cathcart
Grandson of Virginia Cathcart

MSgt. Scott Cathcart
Son of Virginia Cathcart

Offi cer Allen Richardson
Brother of Dr. Nadia Jones

Offi cer Frannie Spencer
Daughter of Jeanne Spencer

Extended Church Family and Friends

Church Family

Pastor Jasmine & Family
Pastor Walter & Family

Atlanta First
AFDS Staff

Atlanta First Staff
Atlanta First Shut-Ins

Gerald Brock

Beverly Bush
Virginia Cathcart

Hubert Davis
Marlee Franklin

Dot Fraser
Barbara Fruit
Bonnie Lane
Lisa Peterson

Ruth Richardson
Rev. Dr. Jacqui Rose-Tucker

Les Scarborough
Betty Small

Gerald Stacy
Dorothy Ann Turnipseed

Rev. Hulda Wilson

Omar Beach
Friend of Dr. Jacqui Rose-Tucker

Edward Bean
Grandson of Dallas Terrell

Mary Jim Black
Mother of Miriam Smith

Robin Cooper
Friend of Norphesia Adams

Pamela Datcher
Sister of Dr. Jacqui Rose-Tucker

Carl B. Fairchild
Friend of Jeanne Spencer

Barry Fraser
Son of Dot Fraser

Kevin Fruit
Son of Ray & Barbara Fruit

Lucas Hadley-Telfer
Son of Jana Telfer

Bess Harris
Friend of Jeanne Spencer

Ruth Jackson
Mother of Sandra Jackson

Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson
Resident Bishop

The Jordan Family
Friends of Natalie Smith

Cassandra Kelly
Friend of Dr. Jacqui Rose-Tucker

Dr. Bernice Kirkland
District Superintendent
Tommye & Keith Miller

Friends of Jeanne Spencer
Shirley Reynolds

Friend of the
Adams-Williams Family

Linda Russell
Friend of Ruby Lawrence

Anthony Smallwood
Brother-In-Law of
Alisa Smallwood

Dorothy Smith
Aunt of Christopher Bryant

The Stotler Family
Missionaries

Jonathan Tarantino
Friend of Jeanne Spencer

Meredith Tarantino
Friend of Jeanne Spencer

Sharaidiant Turner
Friend of the

Adams-Williams Family

Brian Smith
Mira Telfer
Rev. Bill Jackson
Lauren Jordal
Sandra Jackson

1

2
6

10

Happy Birthday in November!

Prayer List

We want to wish you a Happy Birthday!
If we missed you, we are so sorry! Please make certain we have your complete birth date.

Call or email the Church Offi ce, or include it on your connect & engage card in Worship on Sundays!

We would like to pray with you and for you. Please share your prayer needs with us at prayer@atlantafi rstumc.org.

Flo Smith
Jonathan Cathcart
Ray Fruit
Roy Fruit

15
17
21

Leon Whited
Rev. Hulda Wilson
Rev. Jasmine R. Smothers

22

29



Have any prayer concerns?
Let us pray with you and for you:

prayer@atlantafi rstumc.org
/AtlantaFirstUMC

www.AtlantaFirstUMC.org

Have any questions or comments about how to worship, serve, grow or engage here at Atlanta First? Contact us at:
worship@atlantafi rstumc.org • serve@atlantafi rstumc.org • grow@atlantafi rstumc.org • engage@atlantafi rstumc.org

Rev. Jasmine R. Smothers - Lead Pastor
Rev. Walter R. Jones - Executive Associate Pastor
Rev. Dr. Nancy Long, LPC, LMFT - Pastoral Counselor
Markus McKinney -  Pastoral Intern
Dixie Scruggs -  Pastoral Intern
Christopher Bryant - Director of Worship and Music
Dr. Nadia J. Jones - AFDS Executive Director, Community Engagement
Jennifer Graham - Executive Assistant to the Pastor
Jeanne Spencer - Events and Operations Coordinator
Steven Colly - Communications & Media

pastor@atlantafi rstumc.org
walter@atlantafi rstumc.org

counseling@atlantafi rstumc.org
markus@atlantafi rstumc.org

dixie@atlantafi rstumc.org
christopher@atlantafi rstumc.org

nadia@atlantafi rstumc.org
jennifer@atlantafi rstumc.org
jeanne@atlantafi rstumc.org
steven@atlantafi rstumc.org

Atlanta First UMC Offi ce: 404-524-6614
24/7 Pastoral Care Line: 404-446-3777
Atlanta First Day School: 404-333-0270

A1Kids.org

Amazon Smile will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible purchases to Atlanta First. To choose 
Atlanta First as your donation recipient, go to: smile.amazon.com/ch/58-0600848
You can also directly support Atlanta First Missions by purchasing needed supplies from our 
Amazon Smile donation list: smile.amazon.com/hz/charitylist/ls/2VLKWYPS8Z5HS

Your giving directly changes lives of those in this city whom God has entrusted to our care.
Thank you for prayerfully considering how you can make a huge difference!
Please scan the QR cod to the left or visit our website at AtlantaFirstUMC.org/give.

Giving - AtlantaFirstUMC.org/give
We are a church that makes a difference and gives ourselves away. We do not have to do this. We get to do this! We get 
to do this because of people like you who generously invest fi nancially to this incredible mission. We want to thank you for 
your generous support of the ministries of Atlanta First! Your gifts help make worship. serve. grow. engage. at Atlanta First a reality!

Media & Online Worship

Contact

If you are unable to join us in person for worship, please join us online through the link above! All 
of our worship services are live-streamed through our YouTube channel and Facebook page. 
Be sure to subscribe to our YouTube channel to see all of our latest videos and to be alerted 
when our streams start! Our YouTube channel is found at: YouTube.com/AtlantaFirstUMC

Live-Stream - AtlantaFirstUMC.org/live

Visit here to see the archive of all of our worship and sermon videos, as well as videos of concerts 
and other special events.

Video Archive - AtlantaFirstUMC.org/videos

Did you miss a Sunday during the “Life Matters” worship series or do you want to hear Pastor 
Jasmine’s sermons from “The Gospel According to Mr. Rogers” again? Here you will fi nd 
previously recorded sermons in videos, .mp3 audio downloads, and podcast audio streams.

Sermon Archive - AtlantaFirstUMC.org/sermons

Audio podcasts of our Pastors’ sermons and other recordings are available here. There you will 
also fi nd links to subscribe to our podcasts on Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts, Spotify, and 
through an RRS feed.

Podcasts - AtlantaFirstUMC.org/podcasts

If you would like to subscribe to our e-mail list to receive our Pastors’ weekly “Thursday Thoughts” message and other 
important church announcements, please send a note to: subscribe@atlantafi rstumc.org.


