Welcome to Atlanta First United Methodist Church!
A new school year has begun and with it come opportunities for learning and teaching.
Within each child, God has placed the ability to grow in wisdom and in stature. Within
each teacher and mentor, God has placed loving kindness and knowledge to be shared
with the children. Our church prays for all educators, children and families for a safe and
productive year.
Learning is a lifelong process that requires discipline to acquire the knowledge we need
to be successful in life. Our spiritual lives also require discipline to grow deeper in love
with God.
Our church offers many ways for each of us to grow in faith. To practice the spiritual
disciplines together as we worship, serve, grow and engage our community. In the days
and weeks to come, you will have opportunities to focus on your spiritual growth.
Sign up to serve dinner at SafeHouse Outreach, Mary Hall Freedom House, or our own
Friends at the Front Door; attend a Sunday school class; volunteer to help with Midtown
Assistance Center at the church on Wednesdays. Each time we serve, we grow deeper in
love with Christ and one another.

Rev. Jasmine R. Smothers
Lead Pastor

Make a pledge to invite a friend, relative, acquaintance or neighbor to attend worship with
you this month. Our worship series is “Life Matters,” and the worship team is hard at work to
bring glory to God through worship.
Mark your calendar now for the Fall Kick Off Luncheon August 18th following worship. Bring
a friend and a side dish to share. This will be a great opportunity to engage with learning
and serving.
See you Sunday and remember “Atlanta First UMC exists to worship God, serve people,
grow in discipleship and engage with the people of our city.”
Grace and Peace,

Rev. Walter R. Jones,
Executive Associate Pastor

We exist to

Rev. Walter R. Jones
Executive Associate Pastor

worship God, serve people, grow together, and engage with the people of our city.

Sunday, August 18th, we will have our Annual Fall Kick-Off! Fall Kick-Off is our
opportunity to explore ways we can grow in our faith through worshiping,
serving, growing, and engaging the community. In anticipation, ask God where
you can help in the coming season.
As part of the Kick-Off, we will have our monthly After-Church Luncheon
immediately following worship in the Fellowship Hall. Please sure to bring your
favorite side-dish or two to share, and a friend to share them with! Ice cream
sundae desserts will be served by the “Sunday Squad” ministry team!
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Opportunities to

worship, serve, grow and engage at Atlanta First:

Sundays at Atlanta First
9:45 am - SUNDAY SCHOOL
We were not created to do life alone. At Atlanta First, we don’t have to. Check out Sunday School classes to fi nd the fit that works best
for you! All classes are located on the third fl oor of the Education Building. Let’s
together!

grow

• The Saint Andrew Class, taught by Ruth Fruit, Ross Lane, and Dr. Bob Smith, uses the Adult Bible Studies curriculum as the foundation
of their study. They enjoy discussions, social activities, and caring for one another as well as the larger faith community.
• The Currents Class, taught by Aaron Moody, is a multi-generational group that enjoys a diversity of perspectives leading to lively
discussion of the Scripture. The class studies a range of Biblical topics, relating all to their life application.
• Our Children’s Class uses an interactive curriculum for all ages.
11:00 am - WORSHIP
Make it a priority to

worship on Sunday. Invite someone to join you!

If you are unable to be here in person, please worship with us online at AtlantaFirstUMC.org/live.
Children are an important part of the church family and are welcome in worship. Don’t worry about squirms or sounds, children remind us
of the faithfulness of God! Should you choose, there is a Nursery available each Sunday for infants and toddlers. On 1st Sundays, we love
to worship together as a family in the Sanctuary and take Communion together. On the 2nd - 4th Sundays of the month, Pre-School through
5th graders are invited to Children’s Church after the Children’s Moment in worship.

Every Wednesday
FREE YOGA FOR ALL
5 pm - Beginners; 6 pm - All Levels
Meets in the 3 rd fl oor walk-through room.
See page 10 for details.
BASKETBALL
5:45 pm - Meets in the 3 rd fl oor gymnasium.
See page 10 for details.
CHOIR REHEARSAL
7 pm - Meets in the choir room, on the 3 rd fl oor.
Love to sing? We’d love to have you join the choir! Please
contact our Director of Worship and Music, Chris Bryant, and
he’ll give you all the details: christopher@atlantafi rstumc.org.

Monthly
First Tuesday
SAFEHOUSE OUTREACH DINNER
4 pm - Prepare @ Atlanta First
6 pm - Serve @ 89 Ellis St NE
See page 8 for details.
First Thursday
MARY HALL FREEDOM HOUSE DINNER
4 pm - Prepare @ Atlanta First
6 pm - Serve @ 866 Warner Street SW
See page 8 for details.
Second Wednesday
LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING
6:30 pm @ Atlanta First
Third Saturday
FRIENDS AT THE FRONT DOOR
10 am - Prepare in the Fellowship Hall
12 pm - Serve at the Peachtree St. Doors
See Page 8 for details.
Third Sunday
MONTHLY AFTER-CHURCH LUNCHEON
Immediately after worship. See page 10 for details.
Fourth Wednesday
DEVELOPMENT TASK FORCE
6:30 pm @ Atlanta First

August
“Life Matters” Worship Series
12

Atlanta First Day School New Year

14

Leadership Team Meeting

15

Disciple III Bible Study Class Resumes
11 am (see page 10)

17

Friends at the Front Door
10 am (see page 8)

18

Fall Kick-Off Sunday
After-Church Luncheon
12:30 pm (see page 10)

20

Naomi Online Small Group
6:30 pm (see page 10)

27

Hospitality House Dinner

28

Development Task Force
6:30 pm

31

Dragon Con Parade
10 am (see page 10)

September
“The Radical Welcome” Worship Series
3

SafeHouse Outreach Dinner
4 pm (see page 8)

4

Leadership Team Meeting (*Rescheduled from 11th)

5

Mary Hall Freedom House Dinner
4 pm (see page 8)

11

Calvary UMC 147th Church Anniversary Revival
7 pm - Pastor Jasmine and the Atlanta First Choir will
be at Calvary UMC, and you’re invited too!

15

After-Church Luncheon
12:30 pm (see page 10)

21

Friends at the Front Door
10 am (see page 8)

25

Development Task Force
6:30 pm
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Introducing Pastor Walter!

Rev. Walter R. Jones
Executive Associate Pastor
walter@atlantaﬁrstumc.org
Family
Married to Rev. Dr. Sondra Jones (42 years)
She is the Senior Pastor at Cannon UMC, Snellville, GA.

Children & Grandchildren
Jennifer Thrailkill; Married to Justin
daughter, Madison, age 4 1/2
Jennifer is a public School Teacher
Justin an Attorney
They live in Stockbridge, GA.
Walter Jones, Jr.; Married to Candice
Daughter, Reagan, 5 1/2 and son, Mason, 17 months
Walter is a Law Enforcement Officer
Candice is a para-pro in public school
They live in Cartersville, GA.

Hobbies
Family, travel, yard work, things fun and
relaxing, baseball, and playing guitar.
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Spiritual Gifts
Teaching and administration; working with
people and growing together in Christ.

Work Experience
• Teaching Bible studies and Sunday School
• Leading Worship
• Conducting weddings and funerals
• Listening to people’s life journeys
• Visiting hospitals
• Laughing and greeting people
• Fixing plumbing and other various
church building issues
• Wiping away tears of little ones and
giving away hugs
• And even attending team meetings

My “Why”
I love Jesus and want others
to love him as well.

Pastor Walter’s First Sunday at Atlanta First
Photos by Les Scarborough
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August Theme: “Exploring the New Year!”
Wednesday, August 7th
Last Day of Camp S.T.R.E.A.M.
Thursday, August 8th & Friday, August 9th
Teacher Work Days - School Closed
Monday, August 12th
First Day of New School Year!
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To sign up to volunteer for any of the ministries below, please send an e-mail to the
Mary Jackson, at serve@atlantafi rstumc.org, or call the Church Office at 404-524-6614.

Church Door Ministry:
Donations of packs of peanut butter or cheese
crackers, granola bars, and bottle water are
needed for our weekday homeless ministry.
Our ongoing ministry to provide socks, underwear,
jackets, hats, rain ponchos, etc. to our homeless
neighbors. Gently used backpacks, bags and
suitcases are also needed. Donations can be
dropped off in the donation bin outside the Pastor’s
Conference Room.
Friends At The Front Door:
You don’t want to miss the third Saturday of each
month as we serve our Friends at the Front Door!
We give bag lunches, toiletry items, and have a
time of prayer with our homeless neighbors. Visit
AtlantaFirstUMC.org/serve to see a complete list of
items needed and to sign-up to donate. Meet in
the Fellowship Hall at 10 am to prepare the lunches
and items for distribution, then at noon, hand them
out at our front doors along Peachtree Street.

serve

Team lead,

Mary Hall Freedom House:
The Mary Hall Freedom House exists to empower
women to end the cycles of addiction, poverty and
homelessness for themselves and their children.
On the fi rst Thursday of each month, we meet at
Atlanta First at 4 pm to prepare a meal, then at 6
pm go to the Freedom House, at 866 Warner Street
SW, to serve the meal and have fellowship with
their guests.
Amazon Smile & Donation List:
You can directly support the missions of Atlanta First
by shopping online through Amazon Smile. When
you make a purchase through the Smile portal,
after selecting Atlanta First as your beneficiary,
0.5% of your purchase price is donated to the
church. You can also directly support our missions
by purchasing needed supplies, which are shipped
right to us. For the links to our Amazon Smile portal
and our donation list, please visit:
AtlantaFirstUMC.org/give

SafeHouse Outreach Dinner:
This is a mission ministry to feed the hungry that
Atlanta First supports on the fi rst Tuesday of each
month. We prepare the meal at Atlanta First then
travel to and serve at SafeHouse Outreach. We
have fellowship and pray with the homeless guests.
Their prayer cards are placed on the Altar Rail
the following Sunday morning and you will have
the opportunity to pick up one and pray for that
person during the month.
We meet here, in the Atlanta First kitchen at 4 pm to
prepare the meal. At 6 pm we travel to SafeHouse
Outreach, located at 89 Ellis Street, Atlanta. Please
visit AtlantaFirstUMC.org/serve to see a complete
list of items needed, and to sign-up to donate.
Church Maintenance:
What skills can you add to your church? Can you
paint? Organize? Plant flowers? Etc.? Let us know
how we can better “engage” you in the work of
keeping up God’s property.

Thank you to Susan Johnson, Dr. Jacqui
Rose-Tucker, and Miriam Smith for your
generous purchases from our Amazon
Donation list!

AtlantaFirstUMC.org/serve
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MAC

Thanks for Joining the MAC 5k Fun!

Midtown Assistance Center
www.midtownassistancectr.org
mac@midtownassistancectr.org

Volunteer Opportunities
Screen Clients for Assistance: We answer over 1,000
phone calls a month. Help us screen clients for
appointments.
Client Assistance: Meet directly with clients who
have scheduled appointments. Hear their stories and
provide assistance
Administrative Support: reach out to landlords and
utility companies to see if our clients are still housed
and services are connected.

Current Needs
Pantry needs: toilet paper, paper towels, deodorant,
and bottled water
Clothing needs:
underwear

jeans,

belts,

and

new

men’s

Household needs: Boxed fans and shopping carts

Assistance Summary
From January-April, with your support, MAC provided:

Thanks and congratulations to all who ran
in support of the Midtown Race for MAC!

• 73 households with rent assistance

Volunteer Hours

• Assistance with 132 utility bills

Our work wouldn’t be possible without our amazing
volunteers. The hours volunteers contributed in April
included:

• 841 MARTA cards for employment
• 38 ID vouchers
• 53 Wal-Mart gift cards for work uniforms

• Atlanta First UMC: 54

• 581 visits to the Working Men’s Clothes Closet

•All Saints’ Episcopal: 87

• 1,144 households with groceries
• 404 hygiene kits
• 463 snack bags
• 13 computers to APS students

• Basilica of Sacred Heart: 86
• First Congregational: 32
• First Presbyterian: 24
• St. Luke’s Episcopal: 35
• Saint Mark UMC: 6
• The Temple: 54

Client Story
“I truly enjoyed every face I saw today on my visit... They all made me feel very comfortable. They were
very easy to talk to and released my pain and concerns... I had minor setbacks in my life and felt wouldn’t
make it. But because of the staff and service that MAC provides, I have slowly gained my faith, I’m and
taking that leap to succeed... My family would be homeless and hungry and in the dark without MAC. You
all are true angels of God. Thank you so much.”
-Client MAC assisted with utilities, February 2019
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Let’s

grow Together!

In addition to our Sunday School classes listed on page 2, Atlanta First is host to a number of Small Groups that foster
environments of prayer, study, fellowship and worship, all to help facilitate the growth of your relationship with God and
each other. If you have questions about small groups, please contact the Grow Team at: grow@atlantafi rstumc.org.

Naomi Small Group: Soul Sisters
You are invited to attend our fi rst ever virtual Christian women’s small group study that we’ve dubbed
“Soul Sisters,” and extend the invitation to those beyond our church and beyond our city and state
lines. We are bringing together a diverse group of women who have many different experiences and
perspectives to create a new community to talk about God. Our final session takes place on Tuesday,
August 20th, from 6:30 - 8pm ET. We will host the session through Zoom web conferencing tool.
Join online at: https://zoom.us/j/891237164
What to expect: We will start by getting to know each other, then watch a 25-minute video that goes
over a specific challenge that Naomi faced, putting it in the context of modern day. After that, we’ll
have open discussion. The study is based on the book Naomi, Known By Name: When I Feel Worthless,
God Says I’m Enough by Kasey Van Norman, Jada Edwards, and Nicole Johnson.

Disciple III Bible Study Class
The Disciple III Bible Study Class resumes its weekly Thursday morning classes on August 15th at 11 am in the new Disciple
classroom on the third floor of the Education Building. The class will be taught by Pastor Walter.

Let’s

engage Together!

We are looking forward to the upcoming opportunities to engage the church with the city of Atlanta, and you are invited!
In addition to the events listed below, the Engage Team has many more opportunities to engage in the works, and we
will be keeping you in the loop of how you can be a part of it! If you have any questions, comments or suggestions for
opportunities to engage, please fell free to contact the Engage Team at: engage@atlantafi rstumc.org.

Free Yoga Classes
Classes are on Wednesday nights
at 5pm (beginners) and 6 pm (all
levels), in the 3 rd floor pass-through
room. If you can breathe, you
can do yoga. You don’t have to
be thin or flexible or strong. Yoga
is for everyone and every body!

Basketball

On Saturday, August 31st at 10 am, the annual Dragon
Con Parade will march down Peachtree Street
right past our front doors! This will be an excellent
opportunity for the Atlanta First family to engage with
the multitude of visitors to the city during Dragon Con.
We will need volunteers to offer a warm presence and
radical hospitality as we hand out water bottles and
comic books to passers by, tell them about our church,
and invite them to join us in worship on Sunday. We will
also need volunteers during the week to help label the
water bottles and set up for the parade.
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Wednesday nights, 5:45 to 8 pm in
the third floor gymnasium. Open
to all ages. Come shoot some
hoops, blow off some steam, get
some exercise and make new
friends! It’s also a great way to
avoid rush hour traffic!

Prayer List
We would like to pray with you and for you. Please share you prayer needs with us at prayer@atlantafi rstumc.org.

Church Family
Pastor Jasmine

Gerald Brock

Barbara Fruit

Lisa Peterson

Pastor Walter

Beverly Bush

The Family of Jack Head

Betty Small

Atlanta First

Virginia Cathcart

Chris Hinton-Lee

Gerald Stacy

AFDS Staff

Hubert Davis

Dr. Dana Lyles

Rev. Dr. Jacqui Rose-Tucker

Atlanta First Staff

Marlee Franklin

Lucille Mitchell

The Family of Joe Tucker

Atlanta First Shut-Ins

Dot Fraser

Stephen Moore

Rev. Hulda Wilson

Extended Church Family and Friends
Vickii Bass
Sister of Dr. Jacqui Rose-Tucker

Kevin Fruit
Son of Ray & Barbara Fruit

Cassandra Kelly
Friend of Dr. Jacqui Rose-Tucker

Friend of the Adams-Williams Family

Shirley Reynolds

Omar Beach
Friend of Dr. Jacqui Rose-Tucker

Lucas Hadley-Telfer
Son of Jana Telfer

Dr. Bernice Kirkland
District Superintendent

Linda Russell
Friend of Ruby Lawrence

Jesse Bradley, Jr.
Nephew of Ruby Lawrence

Bess Harris
Friend of Jeanne Spencer

Terry Lowe
Friend of Norphesia Adams

The Stotler Family
Missionaries

Pamela Datcher
Sister of Dr. Jacqui Rose-Tucker

Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson
Resident Bishop

Tommye & Keith Miller
Friends of Jeanne Spencer

Meredith Tarantino
Friend of Jeanne Spencer

Barry Fraser
Son of Dot Fraser

The Jordan Family
Friends of Natalie Smith

Eddie Nicely, Sr.
Brother of Ruby Lawrence

Friend of the Adams-Williams Family

Sharaidiant Turner

Active Duty Military & First Responders
MSgt. Logan Cathcart
Grandson of Virginia Cathcart

MSgt. Scott Cathcart
Son of Virginia Cathcart

Officer Allen Richardson
Brother of Dr. Nadia Jones

In Memoriam
Tasca C. Bodenheimer
August 21, 1923 - July 3 , 2019

Tasca Bodenheimer is survived by her
nieces, Caroll Brasington, Bonnie Lee, Erma
Kornahrens, Taffy Whitaker, Beth Dworjanyn,
Melissa McInnis; and her nephews, Frank Lee,
Warren Coker, Archie Coker and Rollin Coker.
Tasca joined Atlanta First in 1964.

Sannie S. Dennard
January 11, 1930 - March 4, 2019

Sannie Dennard is survived by her husband,
Dr. Sam Dennard. Sannie and Sam joined
Atlanta First in 1973.

Officer Frannie Spencer
Daughter of Jeanne Spencer

Happy Birthday!
July

August

2 Ruby Lawrence

1 Jana Telfer

3 Katherine Wilson

2 Jim Richardson

4 Shirley Troglia
Laura Nolan

6 Shirley Simmons

5 Luke Lea
6 Faith Butler
9 Trudie Nelson
Crystal Carson
11 Mary Purcell

8 Dorothy Turnipseed
9 Erin Martin
Keith Jackson
11 Kenneth Caffas
14 Gwendolyn Smith
15 Ruby Darku

13 Virginia Howard
David Small

19 Natalie Smith

14 Nancy Whited

22 Sam Pierce

16 Jo Smithson

23 Aaron Moody

17 Johnnie Johnson

25 Clarence Tillett

19 Arwin Smallwood

Jack Head

24 Madeline Long

January 25, 1924 - July 10, 2019

25 Joseph Furtick

“Mr. Atlanta First,” Jack Head and his wife
Harriett, who passed away last November,
were often the fi rst faces that you would
see when you came to worship at Atlanta
First. Hospitality was not only their ministry - it
was who they were! Jack was a member of
Atlanta First for 60 years.

27 Jerald Nuness
28 Hiro Yamashita
Aaron Roper
31 Sarah Murphy
Kristi Lowery
Jonathan Lowe
Jermaine Hubbard

26 Betty Ann Tolbert
30 Barbara Fruit
31 Georgianna Chatham
We want to wish you a Happy Birthday!

If we missed you, we are so sorry! Please
make certain we have your complete
birth date. Call or email the Church
Office, or include it on your connect &
engage card on Sundays!
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Media & Online Worship
Live-Streams - AtlantaFirstUMC.org/live
If you are unable to join us in person for worship, please join us online through the link above! All
of our worship services are live-streamed through our YouTube channel and Facebook page.
Be sure to subscribe to our YouTube channel to see all of our latest videos and to be alerted
when our streams start! Our YouTube channel is found at: YouTube.com/AtlantaFirstUMC

Video Archive - AtlantaFirstUMC.org/videos
Visit the address above to see the archive of all of our worship and sermon videos, as well as
videos of concerts and other special events.

Sermon Archive - AtlantaFirstUMC.org/sermons
Visit the address above to see the archive of our Pastors’ recorded sermons, including videos,
.mp3 audio downloads, and podcast audio streams.

Podcasts - AtlantaFirstUMC.org/podcasts
Audio podcasts of our Pastors’ sermons and other recordings are available at the address
above. There you will also find links to subscribe to our podcasts on Apple Podcasts, Google
Podcasts, Spotify, and through an RRS feed.

Giving - AtlantaFirstUMC.org/give
We are a church that makes a difference and gives ourselves away. We do not have to do this. We get to do this! We get
to do this because of people like you who generously invest financially to this incredible mission. We want to thank you for
your generous support of the ministries of Atlanta First! Your gifts help make
at Atlanta First a reality!

worship. serve. grow. engage.

Your giving directly changes lives of those in this city whom God has entrusted to our care.
Thank you for prayerfully considering how you can make a huge difference!
Please scan the QR cod to the left or visit our website at AtlantaFirstUMC.org/give.
Amazon Smile will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible purchases to Atlanta First. To choose
Atlanta First as your donation recipient, go to: smile.amazon.com/ch/58-0600848
You can also directly support Atlanta First Missions by purchasing needed supplies from our
Amazon Smile donation list: smile.amazon.com/hz/charitylist/ls/2VLKWYPS8Z5HS

Contact
If you would like to subscribe to our e-mail list to receive our Pastors’ weekly “Thursday Thoughts” message and other
important church announcements, please send a note to: subscribe@atlantafi rstumc.org.
Rev. Jasmine R. Smothers - Lead Pastor
Rev. Walter R. Jones - Executive Associate Pastor
Rev. Dr. Nancy Long, LPC, LMFT - Pastoral Counselor
Markus McKinney - Pastoral Intern
Christopher Bryant - Director of Worship and Music
Dr. Nadia J. Jones - AFDS Executive Director, Community Engagement
Jennifer Graham - Executive Assistant to the Pastor
Jeanne Spencer -Events and Operations Coordinator
Steven Colly - Communications & Media

pastor@atlantafi rstumc.org
walter@atlantafi rstumc.org
counseling@atlantafi rstumc.org
markus@atlantafi rstumc.org
christopher@atlantafi rstumc.org
nadia@atlantafi rstumc.org
jennifer@atlantafi rstumc.org
jeanne@atlantafi rstumc.org
steven@atlantafi rstumc.org

worship serve grow engage

Have any questions or comments about how to
,
,
or
here at Atlanta First? Contact us at:
worship@atlantafi rstumc.org • serve@atlantafi rstumc.org • grow@atlantafi rstumc.org • engage@atlantafi rstumc.org
Atlanta First UMC Office: 404-524-6614
24/7 Pastoral Care Line: 404-446-3777
Atlanta First Day School: 404-333-0270
A1Kids.org

Have any prayer concerns?
Let us pray with you and for you:
prayer@atlantafi rstumc.org

/AtlantaFirstUMC
www.AtlantaFirstUMC.org

